
Funding Opportunities

from government and private sources for education programs 

February 28, 2003 

The information in Funding Opportunities comes from a variety of sources and is compiled by the 
Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Grants Management, Grants Development Office to help 
Florida’s education communities serve students. 
Be sure to verify availability, eligibility and instructions with the funding source before 
preparing proposals. 

In this issue 

Funding Source - Government 
• Teacher Quality Research (USDOE) 
• Evaluation of English-Language Acquisition Methods (USDOE) 
• Campus High-Risk Drinking and Violent Behavior Prevention (USDOE) 
•	 Evaluative Research and Evaluation Capacity Building and Research on Learning 

and Education (NSF) 
• Reduce Violent Crimes Against Women on Campus (DOJ) 
• Women's Business Counseling Centers (SBA) 

Funding Source - Foundations/Private 
• The Nature of Learning Start Up Grants 
• Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam Grants 
• National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts 
• P. Buckley Moss Foundation 
• Education is Freedom National Scholarship Program 

Teacher Quality Research (USDOE) 

PROGRAM : The U. S. Department of Education (USDOE) seeks applications for research to 
guide effective strategies for improving preparation of classroom teachers and the instructional 
approaches they employ. Applicants should propose professional development students in early 
reading, middle school mathematics or both that will test at least one of the following: the 
effectiveness of a professional development model by comparing it to an alternative program; the 
components of a professional development model by varying the implementation of one or more 
components in the model, or; the relative effectiveness of using alternative methods of delivering 
the professional development. Applicants must focus on professional development designed to 



serve teachers of low-income children or assure that disadvantaged children are well represented 
in the classrooms studied. 

DEADLINE: March 6, 2003, for letters of intent ; April 18, 2003, for applications. 

FUNDING: Up to $300,000 per year each for five to 15 grants. The project period is four 
years. 

ELIGIBILITY: Nonprofit and for-profit public and private organizations. 

CONTACT: Web site, http://www.ed.gov/GrantApps/. CFDA #84.305M. 

Evaluation of English-Language Acquisition Methods (USDOE) 

PROGRAM : The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE), Institute of Education Sciences,

seeks applications to evaluate instructional approaches to English-language acquisition.

Grantees will develop, implement and evaluate two distinct English-language learner programs :

a structured English immersion program in which all content instruction is done in English; and a

transitional program, in which a percentage of instruction is in Spanish, transitioning to English

over time.


DEADLINE: March 6, 2003, for requested letters of intent; April 25, 2003, for applications.


FUNDING: Three awards are anticipated for an average of $1.3 million a year each for five

years.


ELIGIBILITY: Nonprofit and for-profit organizations and public and private agencies --

including universities -- that have the ability to conduct scientifically valid research.


CONTACT: Web site, www.ed.gov/offices/IES/funding.html. CFDA#84.305P.


Campus High-Risk Drinking and Violent Behavior Prevention (USDOE) 

PROGRAM:  The U.S. Department of Education, (USDOE)), Office of Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools, seeks applications to develop, enhance, implement and evaluate campus and/or 
community-based strategies to prevent high-risk drinking or violent behavior among college 
students. 

DEADLINE: March 31, 2003. 

FUNDING: $2.2 million for 18 awards of $100,000 to $150,000 each. The project period is 
two years. 

ELIGIBILITY: Institutions of higher education (IHEs), consortia of IHEs, public and private 
non-profit organizations or individuals. 
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CONTACT: Web site, http://www.ed.gov/GrantApps/. CFDA #84.184H. 

Evaluative Research and Evaluation Capacity Building and Research on 
Learning and Education (NSF) 

PROGRAM : The National Science Foundation (NSF) requests proposals focusing on 
evaluating approaches to science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) instruction 
and basic to applied multidisciplinary research on learning. 

Evaluation Research and Evaluation Capacity Building (EREC) projects focus on developing 
unique approaches to evaluation practice in STEM education and to policymaking for education 
and research. Projects may focus on evaluations of multiple education programs or projects; 
facets or common elements of programs; or development of evaluation capacity in the field. 

Research on Learning and Education (ROLE) projects seek to capitalize on important 
developments across a range of fields related to human learning and science, mathematics, 
technology and engineering learning. The program supports research across a continuum that 
includes the biological basis of human learning; behavioral, cognitive, affective and social 
aspects of human learning; learning in formal and informal settings; and changing education 
systems to improve learning. 

DEADLINE: May 15, 2003, for (EREC); June 1, 2003, and December 10, 2003, for (ROLE). 

FUNDING: $36 million for 25 to 50 awards, including $4 million for five to 10 EREC awards; 
and $16 million for each of two competitions expected to yield 10 to 20 ROLE awards. The 
project period is three years. 

ELIGIBILITY: Colleges and universities; non-profit, non-academic organizations, such as 
independent museums, observatories, research laboratories and professional societies; for-profit 
organizations, especially small businesses; and state and local governments, including state 
educational offices and local school districts. 

CONTACT: Web site, http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2003/nsf03542/nsf03542.htm. 

Reduce Violent Crimes Against Women on Campus (DOJ/OJP) 

PROGRAM:  The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), is 
inviting applications to develop and strengthen victim services in cases involving violent crimes 
against women on college campuses and to explore strategies to combat crimes. 

DEADLINE: March 10, 2003, for registration on OJP's electronic grants management system; 
March 25, 2003 for applications. Please note that optional letters of intent were encouraged by 
February 20, 2003, however, this information was received after that date. 
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FUNDING: $200,000 each for new individual projects or $400,00 each for new consortia 
projects. The project period is two years. 

ELIGIBILITY: Institutions of higher education (IHEs), and consortia. 

CONTACT: Web site, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo. 

Women's Business Counseling Centers (SBA) 

PROGRAM : The Small Business Administration (SBA) invites applications from eligible 
nonprofit organizations to conduct Women's Business Center (WBC) projects. The successful 
applicant will receive a cooperative agreement award to provide counseling, training and other 
technical assistance to women and others who want to start or expand businesses. 

DEADLINE: March 26, 2003. 

FUNDING: Typically, up to $150,000 per year in federal funds for the first three years for new 
centers, with a required $75,000 annual match. The match for the final two years is $150,000. 

ELIGIBILITY: Nonprofit organizations. 

CONTACT: Web site, www.onlinewbc.gov/grant.html. Refer to announcement OWBO-2003-
019. 

The Nature of Learning Start Up Grants 

PROGRAM : The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Refuge System and the National Conservation Training 
Center, The Keystone Center, and National Wildlife Refuge Association, is pleased to solicit 
applications from organizations interested in initiating The Nature of Learning in their 
communities. The Nature of Learning is the National Wildlife Refuge System’s new 
community-based environmental education initiative that seeks to: 
•	 Use National Wildlife Refuges and other natural areas as outdoor classrooms to promote a 

greater understanding of local conservation issues; 
•	 Encourage an interdisciplinary approach to learning that seeks to enhance student academic 

achievement; 
•	 Utilize field experiences and student-led stewardship projects to connect classroom lessons to 

real world issues; and 
•	 Involve a partnership among local schools, community groups, natural resource professionals 

and local businesses. 

DEADLINE: June 30, 2003. 

FUNDING: Grants of up to $5,000 will be awarded on a competitive basis to support start-up 
expenses. 

4 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo
http://www.onlinewbc.gov/grant.html


ELIGIBILITY: Schools or nonprofits, cooperative and interpretive associations and Audubon 
Chapters. 

CONTACT: Web site, http://www.nfwf.org/programs/tnol.htm. 

Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam Grants 

PROGRAM : These grants are awarded annually by the Lemelson-MIT Program. They provide 
a unique opportunity for high school students to gain hands-on experience in the exciting and 
rewarding world of invention. InvenTeams – students, their teachers, and an industry mentor – 
are formed for the purpose of inventing something of value for their schools or communities. 

DEADLINE: Two-tiered application process. May 9, 2003, for preliminary applications. Up to 
25 applicants from the initial pool will be selected as semi-finalists and invited to submit final 
applications. Semi-finalist teacher applicants will be notified by June 30, 2003, and will receive 
a $200 prize. Final applications are due September 24, 2003. 

FUNDING: Up to $10,000 each will be awarded to 10 high school teams nationwide for the 
academic year 2003-2004. 

ELIGIBILITY: Teachers of high school science, mathematics, or technology. Students are to 
be involved in development of final proposal applications. 

CONTACT: Web site, http://web.mit.edu/invent/www/InvenTeam/index.html. 

National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts 

PROGRAM : The National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts is accepting nominations 
for its Young Composer Awards to recognize creative musical ability in youths. 

DEADLINE: April 18, 2003. 

FUNDING: Awards will be made to U.S. and Canadian students in two categories: junior, ages 
13-15, with two awards of $500 and $250 each; and senior, ages 16-18, with awards of $1,000 
and $500 each. 

ELIGIBILITY: Students must be enrolled in a public or private secondary school or a 
recognized musical institution or engaged in private study. 

CONTACT: Web site, www.nationalguild.org (click on “What’s New”). 
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P. Buckley Moss Foundation 

PROGRAM:. The P. Buckley Moss Foundation offers awards to honor and grants to support 
teachers who have used art as a cornerstone in effectively teaching special education students. 

DEADLINE: March 1, 2003, for grant applications; May 1, 2003, for teacher awards. 

FUNDING: The foundation will make three awards: a grand prize of $2,500 to the teacher and 
an additional $2,500 to the teacher's school; second place of $1,500 each for both teacher and 
school: and third place of $1,000 each for both teacher and school. The foundation will make 
five grants of $1,000 each to support teachers with new, existing, or evolving programs that 
integrate the arts into educational programming for special needs students. 

ELIGIBILITY: Teachers at schools and nonprofit organizations that serve special needs 
students through art programs. 

CONTACT: Web site, www.mossfoundation.org. 

Education is Freedom National Scholarship Program 

PROGRAM : The Education Is Freedom organization, created last year by convenience store 7-
Eleven, offers scholarships to assist high school seniors or graduates continue their education in 
two- or four-year U.S. college or university programs. Winners will be selected based on grade 
point average (must be a 3.0 or higher), class rank, standardized test scores, unmet financial 
need, community service and work history and recommendations. 

DEADLINE: March 15, 2003. 

FUNDING: An estimated 250 scholarships of $500 to $5,000 each will be awarded in June 
2003. Awards are renewable for up to three years. 

ELIGIBILITY: High school seniors or graduates age 24 and under enrolling for the first time 
as a full-time undergraduate student at an accredited college or university. 

CONTACT: Web site, www.educationisfreedom.org. 
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Sign Up for Funding Opportunities E-mail Notices 
• On your computer, access the Internet and type in: http://www.myfloridaeducation.com 
• Click on Paperless Communications. 
• Choose “Sign Up for E-mail Notices,” Click on that, then follow the directions! 
• For Funding Opportunities click in the “Publications” section of any “Interest Area.” 

If you have questions about the electronic system, please contact: 
Dawn Cales Dawn.Cales@fldoe.org 

If you have questions about the Funding Opportunities document, please contact: 
Linda Meadows Linda.Meadows@fldoe.org 

Accessing the archives of Funding Opportunities 
• On your computer, access the Internet and type in: http://www.myfloridaeducation.com 
• Click on Paperless Communications. 
• Choose “View Official Communications Archive.” 
• Type Funding Opportunities into the search line and click “Search.” 
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