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MEMORANDUM

TO: Community College Presdents
FROM: J. David Armstrong, J.

SUBJECT: Classfication of Resdency for Tuition Purposes

Earlier this week, daff of the Office of Program Policy Andyss and Government Accountability
(OPPAGA) presented preliminary findings of their evauation of criteria and procedures used by
community colleges and dae univerdties in determining “Residency for Tuition Purposes’. |
think it is important for you dl to be familiar with these findings and respond by reviewing your
college's policies to (1) ensure your inditution is in compliance with law and (2) seek ways to
improve operationd practice.

OPPAGA described the following overdl conclusions:

* Reddency criteria are unclear and inconsstently applied, jeopardizing the accuracy of
resdency determinations.

» C(Classfying a nonresident sudent as a resdent results in logt tuition revenue.  Strict
residency criteria could generate an additiond $28 million in tuition each year.

» Where criteria are clear, there were some misclassfications of non-residents as FHorida
residents.

J. DAVID ARMSTRONG, JR.
Chancellor, Community Colleges
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As | mentioned in your February 28" Council of Presidents meeting, my saff and | met with
OPPAGA daff prior to the release of their preliminary observations. We discussed OPPAGA'’s
concern over ambiguities in law, inconsgencies in application, and possble recommendations
for remedy. We expressed our interest in preserving and/or establishing gppropriate policies that
recognize the nature of our workforce and community college students. We suggested broad
policy be daified in law with further guiddines edablished with the work of the Resdency
Committee of the Articulation Coordinating Committee.

OPPAGA'’s report will soon be released to the Department of Education for a response, which
will be attached as a component of the find report. We will see a that time if our conversation
with OPPAGA gaff will be recognized. Meanwhile, | fed it is important for you to be aware of
themain findings

= Although daute requires 12 months resdence prior to qudification for resdency, criteria
in guiddines rule, and law provide insufficient guidance in determining Student intent or
dependency status (Section 1009.21, Horida Statutes and Rule 6A-10.044, Florida
Adminigrative Code).

= Because of the ambiguity, inditutions are aoplying varying criteria, from use of one or
two basc Horida documents (such as a driver's licemse and voter regidration), to
additiona proof of intent to establish domicile (such as employment records, purchasing
aFloridahome, etc.).

= While there may be informa peer reviews, forma quaity assurance processes and/or
guiddines are lacking a the locad leved regarding review and evaduatiion of resdency
decisons.

Please review your college's policies/guidelines/procedures with respect to the above-stated
findings. | have directed my daff to work with your Registrars — through a workshop, phone
conference cal, or other mechanism — to invite the input of OPPAGA’s daff on ther findings,
generate a discusson of best practices among our colleges, and provide technica assstance in
implementing mode practices.

| am proud that our community colleges are the best in the state in providing access to students
that otherwise would not have the opportunity nor the ability to pursue their educationd dreams,
but we must be sure we are adhering to the law in supporting that god.

I will notify you when the find OPPAGA report is avalable. Please fed free to contact me if
you have questions. Thank you for your attention to this important policy matter.

JDA/tkc

C Commissoner Jm Horne
Acting Chancdllor R.E. LeMon



