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MEMORANDUM 

TO: School District Superintendents 

FROM: Tim Hay 

DATE:   May 13, 2022 

SUBJECT: Florida Safe Schools Assessment Tool 

The Office of Safe Schools (OSS) is pleased to announce that the School Security Risk Assessments 

(SSRA) for the 2022-2023 reporting period are now available in the Florida Safe Schools Assessment 

Tool (FSSAT). School district safety specialists may begin collaborating with their school administrators, 

charter schools and public safety agencies to complete these assessments. 

The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) developed the FSSAT to provide a secure, online risk 

assessment portal for completing school security risk assessments. The FSSAT was developed, as 

directed, under section(s.) 1006.1493, Florida Statutes (F.S.), to be the primary physical site security 

assessment tool for use by school officials at each school district and public school site in the state in 

conducting security assessments. 

Section 1006.07(6), F.S., requires that district school safety specialists, in collaboration with the 

appropriate public safety agencies, as defined in s. 365.171, F.S., conduct a SSRA at each public school 

facility using the FSSAT by October 1 of each year. Section 1002.33, F.S., further specifies that public 

charter schools must also comply with s. 1006.1493, F.S., as it relates to conducting school security risk 

assessments.  

Online training on use of the tool is also available within the FSSAT. Additionally, OSS will provide 

refresher training for FSSAT requirements and functionality at the June 2022 district school safety 

specialist summer training conference. 
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Reporting Requirements 

An SSRA must be completed and submitted for every K-12 public and public charter school facility, 

as defined in 6A-1.0018, F.A.C., using the 2022-2023 SSRA template in FSSAT no later than 

October 1, 2022.  

Pursuant to s. 1011.62, F.S., each school district is required to report to the FDOE by October 15 that 

all public schools within the school district have submitted their SSRAs in the FSSAT by the October 

1 deadline. This report must also include the completion of SSRAs at each public charter school. 

Furthermore, s. 1006.07(6), F.S., requires that the district’s school safety specialist provide 

recommendations to the district school superintendent and the district school board to identify 

strategies and activities the district school board should implement in order to address the assessment 

findings and improve school safety and security.  

District school safety specialists must use the 2022-2023 District Best Practices Assessment in the 

FSSAT to compile the SSRA findings and recommendations, and to report back to the department 

district-wide progress on implementing certain school safety and security requirements. 

Each district school board must receive such findings and the school safety specialist’s 

recommendations at a publicly noticed district school board meeting to provide the public an 

opportunity to hear the district school board members discuss and take action on the findings and 

recommendations. In addition, each school safety specialist shall report such findings and school 

board action to OSS within 30 days after the district school board meeting, but no later than 

November 1, 2022. 

Anticipated Reporting Requirements 

While not yet enacted, proviso language in the 2022 General Appropriations Act requires that by 

December 31, 2022, school districts and charter schools receiving School Hardening Grant program 

funds shall report to FDOE, in a format prescribed by the department, the total estimated costs of 

their unmet school campus hardening needs as identified by the FSSAT conducted pursuant to s. 

1006.1493, F.S.. Should the appropriation become law, FDOE expects to request reports which 

include a prioritized list of school hardening project needs by each school district or charter school 

and an expected timeframe for implementing those projects. The FDOE will provide additional 

information on these requirements in the future. 

Access to FSSAT 

In accordance with ss. 119.071(3)(a) and 281.301, F.S., data and information related to SSRAs 

administered pursuant s. 1006.07 (6), F.S., are confidential and exempt from public records 

requirements. Therefore, access to the FSSAT is only authorized to users who are provisioned 

through the district Single Sign-On (SSO) FSSAT user authorization application, as approved by the 

district school safety specialist. The OSS will coordinate with the district school safety specialists to 

assign an SSRA to each school campus.

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0018
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.1493&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.07&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.07.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.1493&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.1493.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=119.071&URL=0100-0199/0119/Sections/0119.071.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=286.301&URL=0200-0299/0281/Sections/0281.301.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.07&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.07.html
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Deadlines 

Due Date Requirement Statutory/Rule Reference 

October 1, 2022 The district must ensure all SSRAs are submitted 

in FSSAT for every traditional public and charter 

school campus. 

ss. 1006.07(6), 1006.1493, 

F.S. 

October 15, 2022 Each school district must report by October 15 

that all public and charter schools within the 

school district have completed the SSRA using 

the FSSAT completion confirmation form. 

s. 1011.62, F.S.

November 1, 2022 The district must submit a District Best Practices 

Assessment in FSSAT that includes 

recommendations to the district school 

superintendent and the district school board which 

identifies strategies and activities that the district 

school board should implement to address the 

findings and improve school safety and security 

based on the SSRA findings. 

s. 1006.07(6), F.S. and

6A-1.0018(13), F.A.C.

December 31, 2022 

(Anticipated Due Date) 

School districts and charter schools receiving 

School Hardening Grant program funds shall 

report to the FDOE, in a format prescribed by the 

department, the total estimated costs of their 

unmet school campus hardening needs as 

identified by the FSSAT. The report should 

include a prioritized list of school hardening 

project needs by each school district or charter 

school and an expected timeframe for 

implementing those projects.  

2022 General 

Appropriations Act, 

Specific Appropriation line 

item 108 (Pending 

enactment) 

Please contact the state FSSAT administrator, Sylvia Ifft, at 850-245-5173 or via email at 

FSSAT@fldoe.org with any questions regarding the FSSAT program. 

TH/si 

cc: Charter School Governing Boards 

      Charter School Authorizers 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.07&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.07.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.1493&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.1493.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.1493&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.07&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.07.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0018
mailto:Sylvia.Ifft@fldoe.org
mailto:FSSAT@fldoe.org



