TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE NOTE  nNo. T-03-14

Contact:
Chief Financial Officer Julie Wammack
School Support Services

School Transportation Management Section

Department of Education (850) 488-4405
Jim Horne, Commissioner SC 278-4405
DATE: February 12, 2003
TO: School District Transportation Directors
FROM: RonnieH. McCallister, Program Director

Operations, Audits, and Safety Subsection
SUBJECT: Monitoring Illegal Passing of Stopped School Buses

Two studies conducted within the past few years by the Center for Urban Transportation Research
(CUTR) at the University of South Florida have documented that a serious problem still exists in
Florida with school bus stop-arm violations by motorists. The studies indicate that the problem is
getting worse, since more stop-arm violations were recorded during May 2000 than in May 1995.
The results from the May 2000 field study estimate that nearly two million motorists illegally pass
stopped school buses each school year. Theincreaseinillegal “pass-by’s’ could be attributed to the
increase in aggressive driving nationwide and the increase in the number of registered vehicles and
school buses on the road in Florida since 1995. Since the 1995 study, the wording “Stop When Red
Lights Flash” on the back of school buses and strobe-type red flashing lights on the stop-arms have
been added to Florida School Bus Specifications.

To implement further countermeasures, the Department is initiating a new approach to determine the
locations of these occurrences. The toll-free line in our office has been reactivated for citizens to
report motorists they have witnessed passing a school bus stopped to pick up or unload students. We
will be summarizing the calls received and distributing quarterly reports to the districts. The reports
will give the number of occurrences reported and the locations. Thiswill enable the districts to work
with their law enforcement agencies to take action in areas where there are a significant number of
reported offenses. We are no longer requesting that motorists report tag numbers of “violators,” since
we found that collection of this information was not useful in mitigating the problem.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently released the “Best
Practices Guide: Reducing the lllegd Passing of School Buses” available at
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/buses.  This Guide emphasizes that Selective Traffic
Enforcement Programs (STEPS) are especially effective countermeasures. These STEP programs
involve repeated waves of public education about the importance of laws against illegal passing,
followed by notification of targeted law enforcement blitzes, followed by publicity about the
targeted law enforcement results.
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The May 2000 CUTR study indicated an urgent need to place emphasis on specific violation-prone
areas within school districts. We believe documenting the locations of the illegal pass-by’swill help
the local districts and law enforcement agencies implement programs like those recommended by
NHTSA by concentrating on areas known to have many stop-arm violations. An enforcement blitz
with an officer riding on the bus and an officer in a marked vehicle riding behind the bus to pull over
the violators and issue citations is one such technique.

The Department has also updated its information pamphlet on illegal passing to be distributed to the
Community Traffic Safety Team (CTST) in each district. A sample of the pamphlet is attached. The
pamphlet includes the hotline number, 1-888-786-7454 (1-888-STOP-4-Klds), the information
needed to report a motorist, and diagrams showing motorists when to stop for a stopped school bus.

We encourage each local district to continue to work with local CTSTs, including law enforcement
agencies, to develop and implement practical and effective countermeasures to this problem at the
local level. Repeated education, publicity, and enforcement should be the primary focus.

We aso believe that Section 316.172, Florida Statutes, and related procedures for loading and
unloading of students should be reviewed with each school bus driver during annual inservice
training. This will help ensure that school bus drivers are also following consistent, proper
procedures, including proper activation and deactivation of amber and red pupil warning lights and
stop arms. Compliance of other motorists depends on the bus drivers properly signaling their
intention to stop and that they are stopped to pick up or discharge students.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Julie Wammack at 1-850-
488-4405 or by email at Julie Wammack@fldoe.org. Thank you for your dedication in keeping
Florida s school children safe!

RHM/jw
Attachment: Pamphlet on School Bus Stop Law

cC: District Superintendents
Dr. Cathy Wooley-Brown
Jennifer Rippner
J.C. Bowman
CTST Contacts
Major Kenneth Howes, Principal Information Officer, FHP
Mike Baltes, CUTR
Gary Perkins, Executive Director, Florida Sheriffs Association
Hal Robbins, Executive Director, Florida Police Chiefs Association
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Community Traffic Safety Team Coordinators

FROM: Ronnie McCallister, Program Director
Operations, Audits, and Safety Subsection

SUBJECT: lllega Passing of Stopped School Buses

The Department of Education is initiating a new approach to decrease
the frequency of motorists illegally passing stopped school buses. Our
office has reactivated its toll-free line, 1-888-786-7454 (1-888-STOP-4-
Klds), to receive calls from citizens reporting motorists who they have
witnessed passing a school bus stopped to pick up or unload students.
We are requesting that citizens who observe an illegal pass-by call the
toll-free phone number and report the location of the incident. We are
no longer requesting that motorists report tag numbers of “violators,”
since we found that collection of this information was not useful in
mitigating the problem.

Enclosed is a copy of the Department’s Technical Assistance Note to
provide more detail on this program. A copy can aso be viewed or
downloaded from http://info.firn.edu/dscgi/ds.py/Mw/Collection-100 .

Also attached is a copy of the Department’s updated pamphlet with the
toll-free number, the information requested, and diagrams illustrating
when to stop for a stopped school bus. Through your continued support
we can reduce the number of illegal passes and the potential for injuries
or death that each of these passes represents.

WAYNE V. PIERSON
Chief Financial Officer
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Should you have any questions or need further information, please contact Julie Wammack at 1-
850-488-4405 or by email at Julie Wammack @fldoe.org.

RHM: jw
Enclosures

cC: Transportation Directors
Dr. Cathy Wooley-Brown
Jennifer Rippner
J.C. Bowman
Major Kenneth Howes, Principal Information Officer, FHP
Mike Baltes, CUTR
Gary Perkins, Executive Director, Florida Sheriffs Association
Hal Robbins, Executive Director, Florida Police Chiefs Association
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Please report motorists who illegally pass
stopped school buses loading or unloading students.
Please include the date, time and location of the violation.
Help keep Florida’s school children safe!

1-888-STOP-4-Klds
(1-888-786-7454)



