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SUBJECT: New State Board of Education Rule for School Environmental Safety Incident
Reporting (SESIR)

During the 2019 legislative session, the Florida Legislature passed House Bill 7030 (2019-22, Laws of
Florida). As a part of this bill, the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) was granted rulemaking
authority for the School Environmental Safety Incident Reporting (SESIR). At the May 13, 2020 meeting
of the State Board of Education, Rule 6A-1.0017, F.A.C., was approved. The text of the approved rule is
available from the State Board of Education’s meeting agenda at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19887/urlt/6A-10017.pdf and the final rule should be posted in
late June at https://www.flrules.org/.

This new rule provides clearer guidance for districts and schools on SESIR reporting, and incident
definitions are better aligned to the Florida criminal code and federal requirements.

Additionally, SESIR guidelines will no longer designate which incidents are required to be reported or
referred to law enforcement and which incidents require only consultation with law enforcement; such
designations are required in district school board zero tolerance policies per section 1006.13(2), F.S.
Whenever SESIR incidents do involve law enforcement referral, reporting or consultation, those actions
must be reported to FDOE.

The SESIR rule also addresses the compliance responsibilities of school principals, superintendents, the
Office of Safe Schools and the Commissioner of Education.

As a result of the new SESIR rule, the Office of Safe Schools will be updating all relevant resources such
as online training, SESIR posters and technical assistance documents.
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