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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  School District Superintendents 

FROM:  Pam Stewart 

DATE:  August 1, 2014 

SUBJECT:  ELA Text-Based Writing Rubrics Posted for the Florida Standards Assessments 

The purpose of this memorandum is to announce that the English Language Arts (ELA) Text-Based 
Writing Rubrics were released yesterday, July 31, as promised in the Initial Assessment Timeline 
memorandum to superintendents dated May 2, 2014. These are draft rubrics, and the department is 
soliciting public input through midnight on Friday, September 12, 2014. The feedback form is posted 
with the rubrics on the FSA portal.  

In addition, I want to remind you of the FSA portal (www.fsassessments.org) and the resources that are 
available for districts, schools, students, parents and the general public. It is important to note that all of 
the resources on the portal are solely intended to familiarize teachers, students and the public with the 
organization of the assessment, the format of assessment items and the assessment directions. These 
resources are not intended to guide classroom instruction. Please remember that the State of Florida’s 
official source for standards information, course descriptions and standards resources is CPALMS. This 
online toolbox of information, vetted resources and interactive tools is intended to help educators 
effectively implement Florida’s standards. 

The following resources, organized by release date, are now available on the portal.  

Released May 2014: 

Contact Information 
Vince Verges 
850-245-0513 
Assessment@fldoe.org  
DPS:   2014-123 

• 2014–15 Assessment Schedule 
• Computer-Based Testing Transition Chart 
• System Requirements for Online Testing 

Released June 2014: 
• ELA Training Tests and Answer Keys: Grades 3–5, Grades 6–8 and Grades 9–11 
• Mathematics Training Tests and Answer Keys: Grades 3–4, Grades 5–6, Grades 7–8 and EOCs 
• Training Test User Guide 
• Draft Test Design Summary/Blueprints: ELA and Mathematics 

http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
mailto:Assessment@fldoe.org
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• Draft ELA Test Item Specifications: Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8, Grades 

9–10 and Grades 11–12 
• Draft Mathematics Test Item Specifications: Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 

8, Algebra 1 EOC, Geometry EOC and Algebra 2 EOC 
• Draft Test Item Specifications Feedback Forms: ELA and Mathematics 
• Draft Mathematics Policies and Materials  
• Sample Scientific and Graphing Calculators  

 
Released July 2014: 

• ELA Text-Based Writing Rubrics: Grades 4–5 (Informative/Explanatory and Opinion) and Grades 
6–11 (Argumentation and Informative/Explanatory) 

 
I encourage you to have your district’s teachers and staff review the item specifications and rubrics and 
provide input by September 12, as their feedback is highly valued. In addition, please share these links 
with parents and students.  
 
You will continue to receive notifications pertaining to the new assessments as additional information 
and resources become available. In the meantime, if you have questions about the information in this 
memorandum, please contact the Bureau of K-12 Student Assessment at 850-245-0513. 
 
PS/vv 
 
cc: Assistant Superintendents for Instruction 

School District Assessment Coordinators 
School District Accountability Coordinators 
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