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MEMORANDUM  

TO: School District Superintendents  

FROM: Pam Stewart 

DATE: February 21, 2014 

SUBJECT: New U.S. History End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Achievement Levels and 
the Designation of Passing Scores for Each FCAT 2.0 and EOC Assessment 

The purpose of this memorandum is to announce that the Florida Department of Education, after 
conducting the necessary standard-setting processes, recommended Achievement Level cut 
scores for the U.S. History EOC Assessment and passing scores for each FCAT 2.0 and EOC 
assessment to the State Board of Education. Prior to submitting recommendations to the State 
Board, a panel of educators convened and proposed achievement standards for U.S. History, and 
then a reactor panel of business and policy leaders convened and recommended the same 
achievement standards. State Board workshops were then held to gather public input for the 
recommended U.S. History EOC Assessment Achievement Levels and the department’s 
recommended FCAT 2.0 and EOC assessment passing scores. These recommendations were first 
presented to the State Board on October 15, 2013. Following a 90-day legislative review period, 
they were approved by the State Board on January 21, 2014. Achievement Levels were 
scheduled to be established for the U.S. History EOC Assessment this school year. FCAT 2.0 
and EOC assessment passing scores were established pursuant to Section 1008.22(3)(e)2., 
Florida Statutes (F.S.), which was passed as part of Senate Bill 1076 during the 2013 legislative 
session.  

The minimum score in Achievement Level 3 has been adopted as the passing score on FCAT 2.0 
Reading, Mathematics and Science and on each EOC assessment without an already-designated 
passing score. Additionally, a score point of 3.5 has been adopted as the passing score for FCAT 
2.0 Writing. These passing standards are consistent with the current proficiency standards used 
for Florida’s accountability system and with passing scores already adopted by the State Board 
of Education for EOC assessments and Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading. This does not impact or 
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replace state-mandated student progression requirements. For example, pursuant to Section 
1008.25(5)(b), F.S., grade 3 students scoring in Achievement Level 1 on FCAT 2.0 Reading 
shall still be retained if they do not meet a good cause exemption allowing for promotion to 
grade 4; this student progression requirement is not being raised as a result of establishing the 
minimum score in Achievement Level 3 as the passing score for the test.  
The adopted U.S. History EOC Assessment Achievement Levels are provided in the table below. 
 

U.S. History EOC Assessment Scale Scores (325 to 475) 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 (Passing) Level 4 Level 5 
325-377 378-396 397-416 417-431 432-475 

 
For students who took the U.S. History EOC Assessment in 2013, districts may convert the 
reported T scores to the established score scale to determine the Achievement Level a student 
would have earned if the achievement standards had been implemented at that time. The table 
below provides the corresponding T score for each U.S. History EOC Assessment Achievement 
Level cut score on the 325 to 475 score scale. 
 

U.S. History EOC Assessment 
T-Score Cuts for Each Achievement Level  

Cut Point Achievement Level 
Scale Score Corresponding T Score 

Level 1/2 Cut 378 41 

Level 2/3 Cut 397 49 

Level 3/4 Cut 417 57 

Level 4/5 Cut 432 63 

 
The resource FCAT 2.0 and Florida EOC Assessments Achievement Levels, posted at 
http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcat2/pdf/achlevel.pdf, has been updated to reflect these changes. Please 
distribute this information to the appropriate staff in your district. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to extend a special thanks to the school districts whose representatives participated 
in the standard-setting committees for U.S. History. These achievement standards are the 
culmination of a collective process rooted in the valuable input of Florida educators from around 
the state.  
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cc: Assistant Superintendents for Instruction 

School District Assessment Coordinators 
School District Accountability Coordinators 
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