
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Pam Stewart 
Commissioner of Education 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION  

GARY CHARTRAND, Chair 

JOHN R. PADGET, Vice Chair 

Members 

ADA G. ARMAS, M.D. 

JOHN A. COLÓN 

BARBARA S. FEINGOLD 

REBECCA FISHMAN LIPSEY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
 
FROM: Pam Stewart 
 
DATE:  January 3, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Secondary Lead Facilitator Training on Mathematics Formative Assessment 

System (MFAS) 
 
To further build capacity for implementing Florida’s mathematics standards, we are hosting 
Mathematics Formative Assessment System (MFAS) lead facilitator training sessions in 
partnership with the MFAS team in the Florida Center for Research – Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (FCR-STEM) at Florida State University. 
 
Elementary lead facilitator trainings have been conducted in October, and districts are being 
continuously supported in the implementation of MFAS for elementary throughout Florida.  
At this time, each school district is asked to nominate one secondary mathematics lead and one 
alternate to attend secondary lead facilitator trainings. Following the initial training sessions, 
these lead MFAS facilitators will partner with MFAS team members to train and support 
additional MFAS facilitators in their districts. Nominees should have expertise in the content 
associated with 6-8 plus algebra and geometry and be willing to train and support others. Please 
send nominations to Marisa Benz (mbenz@lsi.fsu.edu) no later than January 13, 2013.  
 
MFAS trainings will present research findings related to MFAS and include an introduction to 6-
8 plus algebra and geometry tasks and rubrics for teachers to use during instruction to elicit 
evidence of student thinking and to differentiate instruction based on gaps in student 
understanding. In addition to MFAS tasks and rubrics for each standard, MFAS resources also 
include five online introductory modules and interactive Lesson Study Resource Kits focused on 
challenging concepts associated with the standards (http://www.cpalms.org/Resource/mfas.aspx). 
MFAS resources for K-3 educators are available on CPALMS at this time, and tasks and rubrics 
to support the standards in grades 4-8 plus algebra and geometry will be available June 30, 2014.  

Contact Information: 
Marisa Benz 
850-921-0695  
mbenz@lsi.fsu.edu 
or 
Laura Lang 
850-980-5034 
llang@lsi.fsu.edu 
 
DPS: 2014-02 
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Trainings for nominated secondary math leads will be held for Central Florida on February 6, 
2014, in Lake Mary; for South Florida on February 19, 2014, in Port Charlotte; for Northeast 
Florida on February 25, 2014, in Palatka; and for the Panhandle region on February 27, 2014, in 
Tallahassee. Nominated leads will receive invitations via email, including the exact times and 
locations for the trainings, as soon as the initial participant lists are finalized. Alternates will be 
invited on a space-available basis, with priority given to those from larger districts. Participants 
will receive reimbursement for mileage driven (out-of-county travel more than 50 miles one-
way). Stephanie Britt (sbritt@lsi.fsu.edu) at Florida State University will request information 
from participants and process both travel authorizations and mileage reimbursements. 
 
Please contact Marisa Benz (mbenz@lsi.fsu.edu or 850-921-0695) or Laura Lang 
(llang@lsi.fsu.edu or 850-980-5034) with any questions or concerns. 
 
PS/mt 
 
Attachment 
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