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MEMORANDUM
TO: District School Superintendents,

SUS College of Education Deans,
Educator Preparation Institute Directors and Coordinators, and
Florida School District Staff Development Directors

FROM: Pam Stewart

DATE: November 29, 2012

SUBJECT: Florida Teacher Certification Examinations Updates

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you about updates to several Florida Teacher
Certification Examinations subject areas. Included in these updates are the electronic publication
of revised competencies and skills for Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3, changes to the
examination format for Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3, changes to passing scores for seven
Florida Teacher Certification Examinations, the administration of new test forms for English for
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) K-12 and Professional Education, and the electronic
publication of revised test information guides for ESOL K-12 and Professional Education.

Revisions to Competencies and Skills

On July 17, 2012, the State Board of Education reviewed and approved revised competencies
and skills for one Florida Teacher Certification Examination subject area,
Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3, with an amendment to Rule 6A-4.0021, Florida Administrative
Code (F.A.C.). The competencies and skills for Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 were updated to
reflect alignment with the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics and English Language
Arts, as well as the Florida Educator Accomplished Practices, National Association for the
Education of Young Children Standards, and Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards for Four-Year-Olds. The newly revised competencies and skills will be implemented
in July 2013.
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Changes to Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 Examination Structure

As part of the State Board of Education’s approval of the revisions to the
Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 competencies and skills, the State Board of Education also
approved changes to the structure of the Prekindergarten/Primary PK—3 examination. The
previous structure of one test consisting of 120 multiple-choice questions has now become four
subtests comprised of 60 multiple-choice items on each subtest.

Committees of statewide subject matter experts recommended revisions to increase the rigor of
the Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 examination, resulting in four subtests covering content and
content pedagogy in developmental knowledge, language arts and reading, mathematics, and
science. The committees of subject matter experts were asked to ensure appropriate percentages
of both subject area content and subject-specific content pedagogy knowledge in the new
subtests in order to address current educational and instructional practices.

When the new Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 test forms are administered in July 2013,
examinees will be required to pass all four subtests in order to pass the subject area examination,
similar to the passing requirements of the General Knowledge test.

Additionally, on November 1, 2012, the Prekindergarten/Primary PK—3 competencies and skills
for the four subtests were posted to the Department of Education’s website at
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/ftce/ftcecomp.asp#Eighteenth.

Changes to Passing Scores

On July 17, 2012, the State Board of Education also approved new passing scores for seven
Florida Teacher Certification Examinations subject areas with an amendment to Rule 6A-4.0021,
F.A.C. The seven subject areas are

Biology 6-12,

Chemistry 6-12,

Earth-Space Science 6-12,

Health K-12,

Middle Grades General Science 5-9,
Physical Education K-12, and
Physics 6-12.

To recommend new passing scores for the above subject area examinations, the Department
convened representative statewide committees of teachers, university/college professors, and
district curriculum coordinators with expertise in each subject area. These committees used an
established and widely accepted standard-setting methodology to recommend passing scores.
The passing score changes were necessary to reflect alignment with the subject-area
competencies and skills, as well as new educator standards for effectiveness.

A comprehensive list of the percentage of correct questions needed to pass an FTCE subject area
examination is posted on the Department’s website at
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/ftce/pdf/percentpass.pdf.
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Administration of New Test Forms: ESOL K-12 and Professional Education

On January 27, 2012, the Department issued a paperless memorandum announcing the
administration of two revised examinations, effective January 1, 2013. This memorandum may
be accessed at http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-6288/csrtcfse.pdf. The two
subject area examinations are ESOL K-12 and Professional Education. The competencies and
skills for both examinations can be found at
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/ftce/ftcecomp.asp#seventeenth.

Revised Test Information Guides: ESOL K-12 and Professional Education

New test information guides for the January 2013 ESOL K-12 and Professional Education
examinations can be found at http://www.fl.nesinc.com/FL_TestPrep.asp. Please note that the
test information guides for ESOL K-12 and Professional Education examinations prior to
January 2013 will remain on this website through the end of December 2012.

I encourage you to distribute the above links and information to the appropriate school district
staff and faculty members. If you have any questions, please contact Phil Canto at
Phil.Canto@fldoe.org or (850) 245-0513.

PS/JC/db

CC: Victoria Ash
Juan Copa
Jane Fletcher
Kathy Hebda

Eileen McDaniel
Teresa Sweet
Mary Jane Tappen


http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-6288/csrtcfse.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/ftce/ftcecomp.asp#seventeenth
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/FL_TestPrep.asp
mailto:phil.canto@fldoe.org?subject=FTCE%20Changes:%20Re.%20November%20Paperless%20Memo

	Pam Stewart
	Commissioner of Education
	State Board of Education
	GARY CHARTRAND, Chair
	Roberto Martínez, Vice Chair
	Members
	SALLY BRADSHAW
	AKSHAY DESAI, M.D.
	BARBARA S. FEINGOLD



