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MEMORANDUM

TO: District School Superintendents

FROM: Gerard Robinson, Commissioner of Education
DATE: August 5, 2011

SUBJECT: 2011-12 and 2012-13 Statewide Assessment Schedules

The purpose of this memorandum is to announce the release of the revised 2011-12 and 2012-
13 Florida Statewide Assessment Program Schedules, which you may access at
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/schedule.asp.

On July 11, you received a memorandum from Kris Ellington requesting your feedback on the
proposed revisions to the 2011-12 schedule, and the proposed 2012-13 schedule. This
memorandum may be accessed at http://fcat.fldoe.org/eoc/pdf/r1112sas.pdf. While a few
concerns were raised by a small number of districts, there were no issues that necessitated
significant changes to the proposed schedules. The following adjustments were made to
address some of the feedback received:

e Based on many requests for further guidance regarding the Spring 2012 End-of-Course
(EOC) assessment administration, we have established the following administration
direction. Districts may schedule EOC assessments at any time during the established
windows, but subjects must be tested in the following order: Geometry, Biology 1, Algebra
1. All testing for a single subject must be completed in a district before testing for the next
subject may begin, and testing for a single subject may not exceed two weeks. The district
should establish testing days throughout the district for each subject, and all schools should
follow the district’s established test administration schedule.

e The U.S. History EOC Field Test may be administered at any time during the Spring 2012
field-test window.

e For2011-12, Grade 9 FCAT 2.0 Reading and paper-based Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading must
be completed by Friday, April 20. Computer-based Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading may continue
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through April 27. This will allow for one paper-based materials pickup for high schools
during the week of April 23 and will minimize FCAT 2.0 testing occurring during the
beginning of the EOC testing window.

The concerns that were shared by a few districts primarily focused on two issues, with the first
being the elimination of the December, 2012, EOC assessment administration. While the
Department understands this concern, we must address the status of the entire state to most
effectively meet the needs of the greatest number of students. The decision to have a summer
EOC assessment administration was made in response to requests from many superintendents,
legislators, and educators who serve students during summer sessions. With the expansion of
virtual programs, this need will only increase. Eliminating the December administration and
implementing a July administration allows school districts to have three distinct
administrations, with the ability to serve many more students statewide.

The second issue raised was the shift to an earlier start date for administering EOC
assessments, allowing less instructional time before testing. While the schedule does open the
window earlier to April 23, the current schedule guidance allows for flexibility to begin testing
later than April 23, as long as all testing is completed by the established dates (May 11 for
Geometry and Biology 1, May 18 for Algebra 1). We believe that district and school personnel
can work within these dates to establish a schedule that will maximize instructional time.
Following the provided schedules will enable the Department to report EOC assessment scores
earlier than in 2011.

Please share these schedules with schools and community groups in your district as soon as
possible. If you have questions or concerns regarding the FCAT, FCAT 2.0, or Florida EOC
Assessment schedules, please contact Victoria Ash, Bureau Chief for K-12 Assessment, or Susie
Lee, Director of K-12 Test Administration, at (850) 245-0513 or via email at
Victoria.Ash@fldoe.org or Susan.Lee@fldoe.org.

Thank you for your support and diligence in implementing our statewide assessment program.
Your feedback has been valuable in improving Florida’s assessment program, and we look
forward to working with you during the upcoming school year.

GR/ke/sl

Attachments

cc: Assistant Superintendents for Instruction
District Assessment Coordinators

Kris Ellington
Dr. Michael Grego
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