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SUBJECT: PERFORMANCE-BASED EXIT OPTION APPLICATION

On June 15, 2010, the State Board of Education approved the proposed rule language
for the Performance-Based Exit Option (formerly GED Exit Option) and the format for
the new State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma. The newly adopted
rule for the Performance-Based Exit Option is 6A-6.0212 and may be found at the
following link in the Florida Administrative Code:

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-6.0212.

New students who entered and completed the Performance-Based Exit Option
beginning in the 2009-2010 school year, as well as all students who successfully
complete the requirements for the Performance-Based Exit Option in subsequent school
years will be awarded the State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma.

As Performance-Based Exit Option students do not complete Standard Diploma
graduation requirements, they will not be awarded a Standard High School Diploma.
However, upon successful completion of the Exit Option, they will be awarded a State of
Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma. The State of Florida High School
Performance-Based Diploma has equal status with a standard diploma for all state
purposes, including admission to any state university or college. The format for the
State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma may be found in the Florida
Administrative Code, Rule 6A-1.0995 at the following link:

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0995.
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Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, all school districts must apply or submit a
renewal application to be approved by the Department in order to implement the
Performance-Based Exit Option at designated school sites. Subsequent to the 2010-
2011 school year, all approved districts must renew their application to implement the
program with the Department on a bi-annual basis.

The due date for the 2010-2011 Performance-Based Exit Option district application is
Wednesday, December 15, 2010. To expedite the application process, you may e-mail
an electronic copy to Tameka.Thomas@fldoe.org; however, an original copy of the
application containing the appropriate signatures must also be mailed to:

Florida Department of Education
Attn: Tameka Thomas
325 West Gaines Street
Suite 544
Tallahassee, FL 32399

You may find a copy of the 2010-2011 application and instructions at the following
website:
http://www.fldoe.org/family/dropoutp/publications.asp

If you have questions regarding the Performance-Based Exit Option rule or diploma,
please feel free to contact Dr. Kimberly Davis by phone at (850) 245-0551 or by e-mail
at Kimberly.Davis@fldoe.org.
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