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Opportunity to Join an Evaluation of Ninth Grade Academies

An evaluation is underway in Broward County that will be expanded to other counties around
the Ninth Grade Academy. MDRC, a highly respected educational policy and research firm, is
conducting the evaluation. This prospectus provides an overview of the evaluation along with
the benefits and responsibilities of participating.

In the next few weeks, someone from the project team may contact your district. We hope that
you will support us in our efforts to identify schools appropriate for the Evaluation and
communicate with principals of these schools. We also hope you are willing to answer any
additional questions we may have about your district and is policies and practices over the
years.

What is a Ninth Grade Academy?

The transition into high school is a difficult time for adolescents. It is the time when students
begin forming their opinions and attitudes about high school, when they learn what is expected
of them as high school students, and often when they make the choice to stay in school or drop
out. Ninth Grade Academies (NGAs) have emerged as the leading strategy that high schools
are using to address these challenges and ease the transition into high school.

NGAs are self-contained units located in a designated area of the school. The academy is
staffed with its own dedicated administrator, teaching faculty, guidance staff, and social services
to create an intact community for this ninth grade transition year. These NGAs are organized
around interdisciplinary teacher teams that have students and planning times in common.

Benefits of the Study
This evaluation seeks to develop a deeper understanding of:

1. The impact of NGAs on academic outcomes including attendance, credit accumulation,
achievement test scores, and promotion to 10" grade.

2. The impact of NGAs on longer-term academic outcomes including progress toward
graduation as measured by credit accumulation, grade-level promotion and achievement
test scores throughout high school, as well as on graduation rates and dropout rates.

3. The impact of NGAs for key subgroups of students such as English Language Learners,
and students who enter high school with characteristics associated with a high risk of
dropping out.

4. Factors that influence high fidelity implementation of the Ninth Grade Academy program
components. What elements of student and teacher experience in Ninth Grade
Academies are associated with student and teacher attitudes, levels of engagement, and
sense of efficacy and competence?
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Your Support

The NGA project team is seeking your help in identifying high schools in your district that
currently have in place the Ninth Grade Academy supports to be part of this evaluation. Once
these schools are identified, a second set of schools in your district that are not implementing
NGAs will be identified by the project team to serve as the matched comparison group.
Specifically, each high school implementing Ninth Grade Academies will be matched with a set
of non-NGA comparison schools that are also in your district and are similar on measureable
characteristics, such as racial/ethnic composition, average test scores and attendance rates.

The project team would like to then survey principals or a key administrator at each of the
identified schools to determine when each of the NGA components were put into place in each
school, and confirm that the comparison schools selected do not have these components in
place, as well as to learn about curriculum and instruction and student supports provided to
students in these schools. The principal or administrator's time and cooperation will be
compensated with a small gift card that may be used to purchase materials for the school.

For More Information
For more information about the NGA Study, please contact:

Alison Black, MDRC, (212) 340-8827 alison.black@mdrc.org
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