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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   District School Superintendents 
 
FROM:  Dr. Frances Haithcock  
 
DATE:  October 15, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  State and National Recognition Opportunities for Outstanding Arts Education Programs 
 
 
The Florida Department of Education, in partnership with the Florida Music Educators’ Association, 
Florida Art Education Association, and the Florida Alliance for Arts Education, is pleased to extend this 
invitation to district and school personnel to submit an application for recognition in one of the following 
programs: 
 

 Music Demonstration School Program 
 Visual Art Demonstration School Program (NEW) 
 Arts Achieve! Model School Program 
 Florida School Board Leadership in Arts Education 

 
The purpose of the four recognition programs is to identify, honor, and promote schools that successfully 
address access, equity, excellence, and rigor in one or more arts education programs (dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art) and to honor the leadership of school boards that foster development of such 
programs for their students.  Two of the programs listed above have the potential to lead to national 
recognition if successful state-level applicants meet the national criteria and are selected to represent 
Florida by the Florida Alliance for Arts Education. 
 

Recognition of exemplary school programs is a very powerful tool, both for designated schools and those 
in need of models to guide their planning and increase achievement.  In light of the data that was shared 
statewide via Paperless Communication 2009-231 on December 1, 2009, it is clear that access to a high-
quality arts education is an important factor in student achievement.   
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These programs are further supported by a recent report on Florida’s Arts Achieve! Model Schools.  
Developed with funding from The Kennedy Center and the Florida Department of Education and 
available through the Florida Alliance for Arts Education, this new report outlines the top six Critical  
Success Factors in building and sustaining strong arts programs, even under economic constraints.  These 
Factors are, in order of importance:  
 

 Leadership (vision, pragmatic support, policy) 
 Arts Teachers (highly qualified, collaborative, program stability) 
 Curriculum (goal-oriented, Standards-based, sequential) 
 Facilities, Scheduling, and Funding (adequate to support program, universal student access to 

instruction) 
 Community Connection (parental involvement, arts a significant part of school identity) 
 School Culture (mutual respect among arts and non-arts educators) 

 

Please distribute this memo and the attached information to curriculum supervisors and to principals 
whose schools you feel should consider applying for one of these recognition programs.  The attachments 
provide links to application materials, program criteria, deadlines, and more. 
 
FH/ll  
 
Attachments:  General Information: All Recognition Programs 
  Demonstration School Program Description and Criteria  
 
cc:   Assistant Superintendents for Instruction  
  Principals 

Curriculum Directors 
 

http://faae.org/

