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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: District School Superintendents 
 Councils of Instructional and Student Affairs 
 
FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock, Chancellor, K-12 Public Schools 
 Dr. Judith Bilsky, Executive Vice Chancellor, Division of Florida Colleges 
 
DATE: September 24, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: New 12th Grade College Readiness Course for English Language Arts 
 
Senate Bill 1908, passed by the 2008 Florida Legislature and signed into law by Governor Crist on June 
30, 2008, includes revisions to section 1008.30, Florida Statutes, relating to common placement testing 
for postsecondary education and extending opportunities for remediation to high school seniors. 
Specifically, this legislation encourages efforts to make postsecondary remediation available to12th grade 
students who demonstrate a need for and interest in additional preparation.  
 
Section 1008.30, Florida Statutes, requires high schools to use the results of the postsecondary education 
common placement test to: 
 

advise the students of any identified deficiencies and to the maximum extent practicable provide 
12th grade students access to appropriate remedial instruction prior to high school graduation. 
The remedial instruction provided under this subsection shall be a collaborative effort between 
secondary and postsecondary educational institutions. To the extent courses are available, the 
Florida Virtual School may be used to provide the remedial instruction required by this 
subsection.   

 
To accommodate this remediation, a new high school 12th grade course in English, English IV: Florida 
College Prep (Number 1001405), has been added to the Florida Course Code Directory for use beginning 
this school year, 2010-2011 (see course description attached). This one-credit high school course may be 
used as one of the four English courses required for high school graduation and is targeted for

 
12th grade 

students whose common placement test scores are below the established cut scores indicating that they 
are not "college-ready" in writing and/or reading. 
 
 

DR. FRANCES HAITHCOCK 
CHANCELLOR OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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This course is the latest addition to the courses developed collaboratively by high school and college 
faculty to meet the intent of Section 1008.30, Florida Statutes.  The courses listed below were designed 
and accepted into the Florida Course Code Directory in school year 2008-09. Course descriptions and all 
Department memos regarding common placement testing and remediation for high school students, 
including State Board Rule 6-A-10.0315, may be accessed at 
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/CommonPlacementTesting.asp. 

  
State Board Rule 6-A-10.0315 established the approved placement assessments and cut scores for entry 
into college-level coursework as provided in the table below.  Students scoring below these cut scores 
may be considered for the new course, English IV: Florida College Prep # 1001405.  

 
Placement Assessment Writing Cut Score Reading Cut Score 

Florida College Entry-Level Placement Test (CPT) 83 83 
SAT  440 440 
ACT  17 18 

 
Successful completion of this course while in high school will exempt students from further placement 
testing and postsecondary remediation in reading and/or writing if they enroll in a Florida college within 
two years of completion.  Successful completion requires a grade of “C” or better in the course AND a 
passing score, as determined by the partnering postsecondary institution, on the Florida College Basic 
Skills Exit Test.  This is the same exit test administered to students enrolling in the postsecondary 
developmental education courses at the college.  School districts should contact their partnering college 
regarding the Florida College Basic Skills Exit Test. 
 
If you have additional questions, please contact Susan Watt at Susan.Watt@fldoe.org or Melinda Milles 
in the Division of Florida Colleges at Melinda.Milles@fldoe.org . 
 
cc:        Dr. Eric J. Smith, Commissioner, Florida Department of Education  
 Mr. Todd Clark, Division of Public Schools (DPS) 
 Ms. Susan Watt, DPS 
 Ms. Julie Alexander, Division of Florida Colleges (DFC) 
 Ms. Melinda Milles, DFC 
 Dr. Heather Sherry, Office of Articulation 
             District Directors of Curriculum 
             District Reading and Language Arts Supervisors  
             High School Principals  
            District Superintendents and Councils of Instructional and Student Affairs 
             Developmental Education Coordinators 
 
Attachments: English IV: Florida College Readiness #1001405 Course Description 
  Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
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