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MEMORANDUM Contact Information:
o _ Sean Millard/Julie Collins

TO: District School Superintendents (850) 245-9912/(850) 245-0676

Bullying Policy District Contacts Sean.Millard@fldoe.orq

MIS Contacts Julie.Collins@fldoe.org

) DPS: 2010-141

FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock
DATE: July 30, 2010

SUBJECT: VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH REPORTING PROCEDURES
REQUIRED BY FLORIDA STATUTE 1006.147 AND THE OFFICE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS

The Jeffrey Johnston Stand Up for All Students Act (Florida Statute 1006.147) also
referred to as the law Prohibiting Bullying and Harassment, states that the distribution of
Safe Schools Appropriation funds is contingent upon district compliance with all
reporting procedures contained in the law.

“Distribution of safe schools funds provided to a school district in
fiscal year 2010-2011 and thereafter shall be contingent upon
and payable to the school district upon the school district's
compliance with all reporting procedures contained in this
section.”

~F.S. 1006.147(8)

There are nine reporting procedures in this law, with which districts must comply. Each
district policy Prohibiting Bullying and Harassment contains all nine of these reporting
procedures, and inclusion of these procedures was a prerequisite for policy certification
by the Florida Department of Education (FDOE).
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One of these procedures requires that an additional section be established in the
School Report of Data Concerning School Safety and Discipline required under

S. 1006.09(6), Florida Statute. This additional section is for collecting data on incidents
of bullying or harassment that were reported to school officials but then determined to
be unsubstantiated. Furthermore, the law states that this section is to also include
recommendations that were made once incidents were determined to be
unsubstantiated. The FDOE is then directed by the law to aggregate all of this
information.

“The report must include in a separate section each reported
incident of bullying or harassment that does not meet the criteria
of a prohibited act under this section with recommendations
regarding such incidents. The Department of Education shall
aggregate information contained in the reports.”

~F.S. 1006.147(4)(k)

Additionally, a recent request has been made by the Office for Civil Rights to collect
school-level bullying and harassment data based on race, sex, and disability. The Civil
Rights Data Collection (CRDC) is a mandatory data collection, authorized under the
statutes and regulations implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and
the Department of Education Organization Act (20 U.S.C. 3413). The regulations
implementing these provisions can be found at 34 CFR 100.6(b); 34 CFR 106.71; and
34 CFR 104.61.

To capture most of this information, the Automated Student Data Base includes
additional items in 2010-2011. This data will then be available through the School
Report of Data Concerning School Safety and Discipline.

Because the new elements in the Automated Student Data Base are not available until
the 2010-2011 reporting year and because data are required beginning with the 2009-
2010 school year, temporary forms will be used to capture the 2009-2010 information.
See the attached Verification of Compliance Form. District-specific Excel spreadsheet
forms will be sent to each school district. These forms are to be used to report 2009-
2010 data by school on both substantiated and unsubstantiated incidents, student
specific categorizations as required by the Office for Civil Rights, and recommendations
made for incidents determined to be unsubstantiated. The Verification of Compliance
Form confirms that all reporting procedures were followed by the schools/districts and
requires the superintendent’s signature.
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In order for each district to receive its customized reporting form, please:

1. Identify a single contact in your district who will be responsible for coordinating
the data collection and returning the completed file to the Department.

2. Provide the contact information (i.e., name, e-mail address and telephone
number) of the designated district coordinator to Mr. Sean Millard, Education
Information and Accountability Services via e-mail at Sean.Millard@fldoe.orq.
Mr. Millard will then provide your designated district coordinator with a file that
contains the list of schools, required data and reporting guidance.

Please have these forms completed and returned to the FDOE by September 30, 2010.

The Verification of Compliance Form has instructions for returning it to the Office of
Safe Schools via facsimile. The Excel spreadsheet should be returned via e-mail to
Sean.Millard@fldoe.org.

Please contact Sean Millard, Education Information and Accountability Services via e-
mail at Sean.Millard@fldoe.org or by phone at (850) 245-9912 or Julie Collins, Program
Specialist, Office of Safe Schools via e-mail at Julie.Collins@fldoe.org or by phone at
(850) 245-0676 with any questions regarding these reports.
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