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MEMORANDUM  
 
TO:   District School Superintendents  
 
FROM:  Dr. Frances Haithcock 
 
DATE:   July 2, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  Required Instruction for Grades 7 through 12: Teen Dating Violence and Abuse 

and Policy Requirements 
 
Florida’s legislature recently passed and Governor Crist signed into law, effective July 1, 2010, an 
addition to Section 1003.42(2)(n), Florida Statutes (F.S.), and an addition to Section 1006.148, F.S., 
effective January 1, 2011, related to teen dating violence and abuse. 
 
Comprehensive health education continues to be required in each grade at the elementary, 
middle and high school levels.  Teen dating violence and abuse prevention education must be 
incorporated as part of instruction for students in grades seven through 12.   
 
The additional language added to Section 1003.42(2)(n), F.S. , states: 
 

The health education curriculum for students in grades 7 through 12 shall include a 
teen dating violence and abuse component that includes, but is not limited to, the 
definition of dating violence and abuse, the warning signs of dating violence and 
abusive behavior, the characteristics of healthy relationships, measures to prevent 
and stop dating violence and abuse, and community resources available to victims 
of dating violence and abuse. 

 
Teen dating violence and abuse prevention education may already be taught as part of the existing 
health education components.  However, the new language indicates districts must provide specific 
instruction on teen dating violence and abuse prevention.  Health skills associated with teen dating 
violence and abuse prevention education as identified by the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
for Health Education may include: analyzing internal and external influences, accessing valid 
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information, interpersonal communication (verbal, non-verbal, active listening, negotiating, conflict 
resolution), decision-making, goal setting, self management, and/or advocacy. 
 
Section 1006.148, F.S., includes additional requirements related to instruction on teen dating violence 
and abuse prevention.  The language states, “Each district school board must adopt and implement a 
dating violence and abuse policy.” 
 
The Department of Education’s Office of Safe Schools will be working with districts to provide a model 
policy to meet the requirement related to teen dating violence and abuse.  The model policy and training 
requirements are effective January 1, 2011.  The following new statute language related to policy in 
Section 1006.148(1)(C), F.S., refers to health education curriculum, and Section 1006.148(3), F.S., refers 
to both curriculum and policy: 
 
Section 1006.148, F.S., Dating violence and abuse prohibited.- 
1) Each district school board shall adopt and implement a dating violence and abuse policy. The policy 

shall: 
(a) Prohibit dating violence and abuse by any student on school property, during a school-sponsored 

activity, or during school-sponsored transportation. 
(b) Provide procedures for responding to such incidents of dating violence or abuse, including 

accommodations for students experiencing dating violence or abuse. 
(c) Define dating violence and abuse and provide for a teen dating violence and abuse component in 

the health education curriculum, according to s. 1003.42(2)(n), with emphasis on prevention 
education. 

(d) Be implemented in a manner that is integrated with a school district's discipline policies. 
2) By January 1, 2011, the Department of Education shall develop a model policy to serve as a guide for 

district school boards in the development of the dating violence and abuse policy described in 
subsection (1). 

3) Each district school board shall provide training for teachers, staff, and school administrators to 
implement this section. 

 
The following resources may also be of assistance: 
 

o Office of Healthy Schools Resource Center (http://www.fldoe.org/BII/CSHP/h-resour.asp) - 
professional development materials available for checkout.   

o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - offers an online professional development for 
educators at http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/datingmatters.html.   

o Florida Coalition on Against Domestic Violence (http://www.fcadv.org/projects-teen.php) - 
resources focused on teen dating violence. 

 
The Department of Education will continue to support your efforts to provide effective comprehensive 
health education for your students.  For additional information, please contact Dr. Antionette Meeks at 
antionette.meeks@fldoe.org or via telephone at (850) 245-0480. 
 
FH/am 
 
cc: District Health Education Coordinators 
 District Curriculum Directors 
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