
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


The 2010 Florida Legislature passed House Bill 25, an act relating to te
custody of a child; amending section 61.13002 and Chapter 751, Florida 

MEMORANDUM


TO: District School Superintendents 

FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock  

DATE: July 2, 2010 

SUBJECT: 2010 Legislation: House Bill 25 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

mporary and concurrent 
Statutes.  Governor 

Crist signed the bill on May 7, 2010. This legislation provides that a parent activated, deployed, 
or temporarily assigned to military service on orders in excess of a specified period may 
designate a person or persons to exercise time-sharing with the child on the parent’s behalf.  The 
designated extended family member must: 

•	 Have a signed, notarized consent of the child’s legal parents or an extended family 
member who is caring full time for the child in the role of a substitute parent and with 
whom the child is presently living; 

•	 Currently have physical custody of the child; 
•	 Have had physical custody of the child for at least 10 days within any 30-day period in 

the last 12 months; and 
•	 Not have signed, written documentation from a parent, which allows the petitioner to 

obtain necessary care for the child that an order for concurrent custody would provide. 

A court is authorized to award concurrent custody of a minor child to an extended family 
member.  This order does not affect a parent’s ability to obtain physical custody of the child at 
any time. An award of temporary custody allows an extended family member with physical 
custody of a child to consent to: 

•	 Reasonable medical and dental treatment; 
•	 Obtain medical, educational and other records; 
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• Make decisions about a child’s education; and 
• Do other things necessary for the child’s care. 

Although schools do not have a primary role in implementing this legislation, school staff must 
be made aware that extended family members may be awarded concurrent custody and should 
have the appropriate court records/documentation to substantiate concurrent custody in order to 
act on behalf of the educational interest of the student. 

For questions regarding the implementation of this legislation, please contact Ms. Bettye Hyle, 
Student Services Team leader, via email at bettye.hyle@fldoe.org or by telephone at 
(850) 245-7851. 
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cc: Student Services Directors 
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