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TO: District School Superintendents

FROM: Frances Haithcock, Chancellor, K-12 Public Schools

DATE: June 15, 2010

SUBJECT: 2010 Legislation: House Bill 747

The 2010 Florida Legislature passed House Bill (HB) 747 — Treatment of Diabetes. Governor
Crist signed HB 747 into law on May 11, 2010. The legislation amends section 1002.20, Florida
Statutes, to add diabetes management. The enrolled bill is available at
http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2010/House/bills/billtext/pdf/h074703er.pdf.

Key provisions of this legislation include the following:

e Prohibits school districts from restricting the assignment of a student who has diabetes to
a particular school on the basis that the student has diabetes;

e Permits students with diabetes to carry diabetic supplies on their person and attend to the
management and care of their diabetes while in school, participating in school sponsored
activities, or in transit to or from school if the school principal has been provided written
parental and physician authorization;

e The State Board of Education (SBE), in cooperation with the Department of Health
(DOH), shall adopt rules to encourage each school in which a student with diabetes is
enrolled to have personnel trained in routine and emergency diabetes care;

e The SBE, in cooperation with the DOH, shall also adopt rules for the management and
care of diabetes by students that shall include provisions to protect the safety of all
students from the misuse or abuse of diabetic supplies or equipment;
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e A school district, county health department, public-private partner, and their employees
and volunteers shall be indemnified (held harmless) by the parent of a student authorized
to carry diabetic supplies or equipment for any and all liability with respect to the
student’s use of such supplies and equipment; and

e The legislation will be effective July 1, 2010.

We appreciate your continued efforts to ensure a safe learning environment for all students and
look forward to working with you to implement this legislation. Subsequent to rule adoption, the
2003 Florida Diabetes Guidelines will be updated in conjunction with the DOH and public-
private stakeholders to provide technical assistance for the care of students with diabetes in
accordance with approved legislation and rule. Recommendations and resources for developing
student’s Individual Health Care Plans and for staff education regarding the care of students with
diabetes are currently available at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/Family/school/health/diabetes.html.
If you have questions regarding implementation of this legislation, please contact Ms. Dianne
Mennitt, School Nurse Consultant, via e-mail at dianne.mennitt@fldoe.org or by telephone at
(850) 245-7851.
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