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MEMORANDUM Edward Croft
(850) 245-0411
_ . . . ed.croft@fldoe.org
TO: District Superintendents and Accountability Coordinators DPS: 2010-101
FROM: Chancellor Frances Haithcock
DATE: June 4, 2010

SUBJECT: Graduation Rate Annual Target for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Determinations

This memo is to inform you of a change in the annual target for improvement of the graduation rate as a
criterion for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), beginning with reporting for 2009-10. In AYP reporting
for 2008-09 and prior years, Florida high schools met the AYP requirement for the graduation rate if the
school attained a rate of 85% or higher, or, if lower than 85%, the school showed annual improvement in
the rate of at least 1%. However, the U.S. Department of Education has recently indicated, through
feedback from a federal peer review of the state’s current NCLB graduation rate, that Florida’s 1% annual
target for improvement does not meet the standard for “continuous and substantial improvement from the
prior year toward meeting or exceeding the graduation rate goal” as required in the Code of Federal
Regulations 34CFR200 s. 200.19, subsection (b)(3)(i)B:

(3) Goal and targets. (i) A State must set—

(A) A single graduation rate goal that represents the rate the State expects all high schools in the
State to meet; and

(B) Annual graduation rate targets that reflect continuous and substantial improvement from the
prior year toward meeting or exceeding the graduation rate goal.

In order to meet this requirement for continuous and substantial improvement, and as a condition for
federal approval of the state’s accountability system, Florida will increase its annual improvement target
from 1% to 2%. Therefore, beginning with AYP determinations for 2009-10, Florida high schools must
either meet the graduation rate goal of 85% or show annual improvement of at least 2% in order to meet
the graduation rate criterion for AYP.

Analysis indicates that the impact of this change appears to be minimal. For example, if the 2% rule had
been in effect for last year’s AYP reporting:
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e 1 school’s overall AYP designation would have changed from YES to NO.

e 22 schools would have missed the AYP graduation rate criterion.

e 7 out of the 2,348 schools in Differentiated Accountability would have fallen below the 80%
criteria met threshold, separating Category | schools from Category Il schools.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact Edward Croft, Program Director for Evaluation and
Reporting, at (850) 245-0411 or ed.croft@fldoe.org.
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