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MEMORANDUM
DPS: 2010-82
TO: District Superintendents
FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock
DATE: May 17, 2010

SUBJECT:  Waivers Regarding Differentiated Accountability

Districts and schools under Differentiated Accountability are required to implement the interventions
identified in the “Strategies and Support Document.” After considering the feedback from districts, we have
established the opportunity to submit waivers for requirements related to the use of the Florida Assessment for
Instruction in Reading (FAIR), providing school-based instructional coaches, and School Improvement Plan
(SIP) templates. A summary of the waivers is listed below:

e Florida Assessment for Instruction in Reading (FAIR) Waiver- to receive a waiver for Level
3 students from the Department if the district can demonstrate that the current reading
assessment used in Correct Il and Intervene schools is reliable, aligned to the Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) Benchmarks, and predicts FCAT performance

e School-based Coaches Waiver- to exempt the district from providing a Reading Coach,
Mathematics Coach, and Science Coach to lead Professional Learning Communities (PLCs),
Lesson Study Groups, and to analyze data in Correct I1-D and F schools during the 2010-2011
school year if the district can demonstrate how sustained and direct support will be provided to
teachers at these schools.
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e School Improvement Plan Template- to exempt Title | and Non-Title I A, B, or C schools
from completing the FLDOE SIP Template if the district/school can demonstrate that their
existing template provides strategies for subgroups that did not meet AYP in the areas of data
analysis, Lesson Study, Rtl, and increasing student achievement. Please note that all schools
must comply with all applicable Florida Statutes regarding SIP components including:
postsecondary readiness, dropout prevention and academic intervention, and professional
development as stated in Sections 1008.37(4), 1003.53(2)(b), 1003.413, and 1001.42(18), F.S.

In addition to the above listed criteria, there are two specific sections in the FLDOE template
that are only required of Title | schools. These sections are Coordination and Integration and
NCLB Public School Choice. If a Title I school is not identified as In Need of Improvement,
then the school does not need to complete the NCLB Public School Choice Section.

Districts need to submit waivers to their Regional Executive Director for consideration. Please find attached
waiver forms for the use of the FAIR and school-based instructional coaches. To submit a waiver for the SIP
template, districts should e-mail their SIP template to their Regional Executive Director. Please refer to the

table below regarding due dates.

Waiver

Due Date

FAIR

August 23, 2010

School-based Instructional Coaches

August 23, 2010

SIP

July 30, 2010

If you have any questions or concerns regarding these waivers, please feel free to contact me at
nikolai.vitti@fldoe.org, or you may contact your Regional Executive Director.

Stuart.Greenberg@fldoe.org

Region Reqgional Executive Director E-mail
Region 1 Stuart Greenberg
Region 2 Leila Mousa

Region 3 Deedara Hicks
Region 4 Gail Daves
Region 5 Marie lzquierdo

NV/la

Attachments
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