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SUBJECT: EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION-PREKINDERGARTEN DISABILITIES
ENDORSEMENT

The purpose of this memo is to inform you that the State Board of Education met on March 26, 2010, and
new language with regard to the prekindergarten disabilities endorsement, as described in Rule 6A-
4.01792, Florida Administrative Code, was approved. The 2010-2011 Course Code Directory (CCD) was
amended to state that the prekindergarten disabilities endorsement will be required beginning July 1,
2011, for teachers who teach either course number 7650030 (Prekindergarten Disabilities 0-2) or 7650130
(Prekindergarten Disabilities 3-5), as listed in the CCD.

The exceptions to this requirement are for those teachers who
e have certification in preschool education (birth through age four years) or
e have certification in prekindergarten/primary education (age three years through grade three) or
e can document at least two full years of teaching experience with preschool children with
disabilities (including satisfactory teacher evaluations) between July 1, 2006, through June 30,
2011. Note: Districts will establish procedures to document this experience.

This endorsement can be added to a primary education, elementary education (K-6), early childhood
education, or any exceptional student education Florida educator certificate. The following two options
are available for earning this endorsement.

1. Complete coursework at a university or college. For specific information on Florida’s universities
and colleges offering coursework in the prekindergarten disabilities endorsement, visit Florida’s
Personnel Development Supporting Exceptional Student Education Web site at
http://www.florida-ese.org/personneldevelopment/uco/endorsements.aspx.
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2. Complete a state-approved district add-on endorsement program for prekindergarten disabilities.
The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services has supported the development of
modules that are now available for districts to facilitate. In separate correspondence, the director
of exceptional student education in your district will be provided with specific information on
procedures to access these modules and submit a plan to the Department for approval.

Additional information on the prekindergarten disabilities endorsement will be provided through a
question and answer paper that will be sent to districts in the near future. If you have immediate questions
regarding this memo, please contact Marilyn Hibbard, Program Specialist, Florida Department of
Education, by telephone at (850) 245-0478 or via electronic mail at marilyn.hibbard@fldoe.org.
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