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DPS: 2010-54

TO: District Superintendents

FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock

DATE: April 9, 2010

SUBJECT: CHANGE IN HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS

In 2009, legislation revised one of the four designations required on the standard high school
diploma [Section 1003.428, Florida Statutes (F.S.), Standard high school diploma designations].

Specifically, the revision includes the deletion of the career education certification designation and
replaces it with the following:

A designation reflecting the attainment of one or more industry certifications from the list
approved by Workforce Florida, Inc., under s. 1003.492.

There were no changes to the remaining three designations:

e Major area of interest, pursuant to completion of credits as provided in Section 1003.428, F.S.

e Completion of four or more accelerated college-credit courses in Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE), or
dual enrollment if the student is eligible for college credit pursuant to Sections 1007.27 or
1007.271, F.S.

e Florida Ready to Work Credential in accordance with Section 1004.99, F.S.
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The designations should be displayed according to Rule 6A-1.0995, Florida Administrative Code,
Form of High School Diplomas and Certificates of Completion, that requires districts to determine
what each designation will look like and where it will be placed provided that the following criteria
are met:

e Designations must be in the form of a stamp, sticker, seal, or text,

e There may be no more than four state designations on a diploma; however, districts may choose
to combine designations to save space on the diploma, and

e District-determined seals must be placed below designations.

If you have any additional questions related to standard diploma designations, please contact Helen
Lancashire at (850) 245-7851 or hlancash@usf.edu.
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cc: District Assistant Superintendents
District Secondary Curriculum Staff
District Student Services Directors
District Guidance Supervisors
District Career and Technical Education Directors
High School Principals
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