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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: District School Superintendents 
 
FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock 
 
DATE: April 2, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: MATHEMATICS TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 

RESOURCES FOR NEW NEXT GENERATION SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2010 - 11 

 
 
The State Board of Education adopted new internationally benchmarked Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards for K-12 mathematics in September 2007. School districts should now 
have in place aligned curriculum and professional development to assist teachers as they 
implement these in classroom instruction. Academic Year 2010-11 will be the first year that 
Florida public school students are assessed on these new mathematics standards, and we want to 
be sure that districts are fully aware of all of the resources and professional development 
opportunities to ensure that our students are prepared. 
 
The most important teacher resources for K-12 mathematics are the course descriptions (which 
are available for both grade-level courses and content-specific courses).  These mathematics 
course descriptions are posted online at http://www.floridastandards.org. 
 
As school districts purchase new instructional materials for mathematics instruction, publishers 
are required to offer teacher professional development to assist with the implementation of their 
curriculum materials.  Districts should work with the publishers they select to begin scheduling 
this professional development for summer 2010.  The listing of instructional materials adopted 
for mathematics is available online at this Web site: 
http://www.fldoe.org/BII/Instruct_Mat/pdf/Adopted0910.pdf  
 
 

DR. FRANCES HAITHCOCK 
CHANCELLOR OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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Additional opportunities exist this summer for quality teacher professional development aligned 
with the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for mathematics.  Below are just a few of the 
professional development opportunities already scheduled for summer 2010: 
 
1.  PROMiSE has already launched their third year of professional development for teachers and 

administrators. For more information concerning their summer institutes, you may visit their 
Web site at http://www.flpromise.org/. 

 
2.  The Response to Intervention Teaching Learning Connections (RtI TLC) offers multiple 

sessions each year for teachers and coaches featuring Algebra Success Keys (ASK) and Keys 
of Problem Solving (KoPS).  Both initiatives focus on research-based strategies and 
resources that address algebraic thinking and problem solving to support all students who 
struggle in learning higher order mathematics content and skills.  RtI TLC will also host three 
workshops regarding the Algebra Assessment and Instruction – Meeting Standards (AAIMS) 
algebra probes.  A schedule of these trainings can be accessed through the RtI TLC Web site 
at www.RtITLC.ucf.edu.  

 
3.  Just Read, Florida! will host several Discipline Specific Summer Institutes.  The primary 

objective will be to identify content-specific literacy needs and strategies to enhance teaching 
and learning; Algebra I will be the focus of a few of these institutes.  You may read more 
about these professional development opportunities on their Web site at 
http://www.justreadflorida.com/ sometime this spring.  

 
4.  Career and Technical Education Programs will host a summer academy for career and 

technical education teachers and their partners in mathematics education to develop a model 
for the integration of Algebra I and several STEM-related industry programs.  Look for 
additional information to be shared on the Career and Adult Education Web site at 
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/ sometime this spring. 

 
5.  The North East Florida Educational Consortium’s (NEFEC) Students Understanding Math 

and Science (SUMS) project hosts multiple trainings each year for teachers and 
administrators. Additional information pertaining to the Summer Academies can be found on 
their Web site at http://www.nefec.org/services/service.asp?id=17.  

 
In addition to the above professional development opportunities, we are pleased to report that the 
following tools will soon be available:  
 
1.  Professional development modules for mathematics and science developed through 

PROMiSE will soon be posted online at http://www.flpromise.org/. These modules are 
scheduled to be uploaded no later than March 31, 2010. 

 
2.  The standards database for the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) provides 

access to Florida’s NGSSS for mathematics, the Course Code Directory, and the Resource 
Repository.  Teachers can also access Test Item Specifications (TIS) for Grades 3-8 using the 
standards database.  We anticipate the addition of TIS for Algebra and Geometry will be 
scheduled as soon as the document(s) are released by the Department. The standards database 
can be found at http://www.floridastandards.org/index.aspx.   

 

http://www.flpromise.org/
http://www.rtitlc.ucf.edu/
http://www.justreadflorida.com/
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/
http://www.nefec.org/services/service.asp?id=17
http://www.flpromise.org/
http://www.floridastandards.org/index.aspx


Mathematics Teacher Professional Development 
April 2, 2010 
Page Three 
 
 
3.  The first two modules in a series of six Mathematics and Science Model Lessons will be 

posted to the Office of Mathematics and Science Web site prior to May 1, 2010.  The two 
main objectives featured in these modules are to provide models of standards-based teaching 
and learning in mathematics and science, and to illustrate the effects of applying the 
problem-solving process within a Response to Instruction/Intervention framework.  These 
modules may also be accessed through the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student 
Services Web site at http://www.fldoe.org/ese/. Model lessons for middle grades and high 
school will be posted later this summer. 

 
4.  The Office of Mathematics and Science Web site also provides resources for students, 

teachers, schools, and districts at http://www.fldoestem.org/center13.aspx. The Florida 
Department of Education and the Office of Mathematics and Science support the efforts of 
every school district in Florida.  

 
The following assessment resources are also available: 
 
1.  http://sharepoint.leon.k12.fl.us/tdc/external/default.aspx - This site is for educators and other 

stakeholders to access materials related to FCAT, FCAT II, and End-of-Course assessments. 
Most of the materials are presentations given by Test Development Center (TDC) staff to 
recent state and regional educator meetings. The TDC operates under the direction of the 
Florida Department of Education through a grant to Leon County Schools.  

 
2.  http://fcat.fldoe.org/fccontentfocus.asp - This link contains FCAT Content Focus reports for 

2004 through 2009. Content Focus reports for 2010 will be posted shortly after 2010 FCAT 
test administration. To help facilitate the transition from FCAT to FCAT II, the Content 
Focus Reports for FCAT Reading and Mathematics for 2008 through 2010 reference the 
crosswalk between the 1996 Sunshine State Standards (SSS) and the 2007 Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS). A similar crosswalk for Science is given in the 2009 and 
2010 Content Focus report. Please note the clarification given in each Content Focus report 
for Mathematics and Science stating that there is generally not a one-to-one correlation 
between SSS and NGSSS in these two content areas. 

 
3.  http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatis01.asp - This link contains FCAT Test Item Specifications. The 

2009 draft FCAT Test Item Specifications in Reading and Mathematics are aligned to the 
NGSSS. Please read the FAQ document as well as the notes associated with the 2009 draft 
FCAT Test Item Specifications for important information related to these documents. Test 
Item Specifications for End-of-Course (EOC) assessments will be posted at this link 
according to the following tentative schedule: Algebra 1 - early summer 2010; Biology - 
summer 2010; Geometry - fall 2010; U.S. History - early summer 2011. 

 
4. http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatsmpl.asp - This link contains all FCAT Sample Test Materials.  The 

2010 FCAT Sample Test Materials contain some sample test items that align to the NGSSS 
in Reading and Mathematics.  The 2011 FCAT II Sample Test Materials for Reading and 
Mathematics will contain only items aligned to the NGSSS.  The 2011 FCAT Sample Test 
Materials for Science will contain only items aligned to the SSS.  
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5. https://testnav.com/fltrngqc/epatLogin.jsp?testnavTestId=TrRERTKE&testnavFormId=0IEP 

This link contains a practice session for the computer-based FCAT Grade 10 Retake. The 
practice session provides an opportunity for students to practice with certain tools available 
on the test, such as the calculator, straightedge, highlighter, eraser, notepad, and the ability to 
eliminate options and to mark questions for review. A practice session for the Algebra 1 EOC 
assessment will be posted by late March 2010. 

 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the K-12 mathematics 
curriculum specialist, Teresa Sweet, directly at (850) 245-9032 or teresa.sweet@fldoe.org. 
Questions about FCAT should be directed to Victoria Ash at (850) 245-0513 or 
victoria.ash@fldoe.org. 
 
FH/tds 
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