
 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

S TATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

T. WILLARD FAIR, Chairman 
Members 
DR. AKSHAY DESAI 

MARK KAPLAN 

ROBERTO MARTÍNEZ 

JOHN R. PADGET 

KATHLEEN SHANAHAN 

SUSAN STORY 

 
Dr. Eric J. Smith 

Commissioner of Education  
  
  
 

 
 

DR. FRANCES HAITHCOCK 
CHANCELLOR OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 
 
MEMORANDUM                                                                                       
                                                                                                                       

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 
Nikolai Vitti 
Nikolai.Vitti@fldoe.org  
850-245-0841 
DPS: 2010-46 

TO:  School District Superintendents 
 
FROM: Frances Haithcock 
 
DATE:  March 19, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Clarification on Timelines for Highly Qualified Paraprofessional Requirements  
  under Differentiated Accountability 
 
On September 4, 2009, a memorandum was sent to you regarding the assignment of teachers and 
paraprofessionals under Differentiated Accountability for Title I and non-Title I schools. As you know, 
the No Child Left Behind Act requires that all instructional paraprofessionals assigned in Title I 
schoolwide programs and those funded with Title I in targeted assistance programs be “highly qualified.”   
 
Please note that, as provided in the Differentiated Accountability “Strategies and Supports” document, 
non-Title I schools are required to have highly-qualified paraprofessionals, as defined by No Child Left 
behind (NCLB), who instruct students who did not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), by the 
beginning of the 2011-12 school year.  This provision in the Differentiated Accountability “Strategies 
and Supports” does not change the requirements related to highly qualified paraprofessionals in 
Title I schools, which has been in effect since 2006.   
 
The Department has also received questions related to the types of assessments and acceptable cut scores 
related to the assessment option for paraprofessionals to meet the highly qualified requirements. The 
Department does not approve or endorse an assessment or require a specific passing rate. Cut scores are 
determined according to school board policy. More information on paraprofessional assessments can be 
located at: http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-943/NCLBParapro.pdf
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to ensuring a quality education for all children. Should you 
have questions, please contact Nikolai Vitti at: Nikolai.Vitti@fldoe.org, or by telephone at 
(850) 245-0841. 
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