FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

T. WILLARD FAIR, Chairman

Dr. Eric J. Smith
Commissioner of Education

Members

PETER BOULWARE

DR. AKSHAY DESAI ?ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ R-Eﬂ'd
ROBERTO MARTINEZ = - Floridal :
JOHN R. PADGET
KATHLEEN SHANAHAN Contact Information
LINDA K. TAYLOR Shan Goﬁ
March 5, 2010 (805) 245-0445
Shan.goff@fldoe.org
MEMORANDUM #10-04 DPS: 2010-40
TO: School District Prekindergarten Contacts
FROM: Shan Goff, Executive Director

SUBJECT: Inclusion of Department of Education Developed Online Courses in
District Development Inservice Plans

Since the passage of the legislation to implement Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten
(VPK) Education Program, the Department of Education (DOE) has created high
guality professional development courses and materials for VPK instructors that are
aligned with the VPK Education Standards. To date, the DOE has developed three
online courses that are appropriate for certified public school VPK teachers. To
provide certified public school VPK teachers with the opportunity to earn in-service
points toward recertification, we have developed the attached Master In-service Plans
for the online courses described below.

In 2005, the Department developed a five-hour online Emergent Literacy for Voluntary
Prekindergarten (VPK) Instructors course. The course provides participants with background
information on emergent literacy skills and gives examples of instructional practices that may be
used in VPK classrooms. More than 46,709 participants have completed this course as of
January 31, 20009.

In January 2009, the Department released the five-hour online English Language Learners in
the VPK Classroom course. This online course is designed to help VPK teachers, directors, and
staff to develop culturally sensitive learning environments for all children and build relationships
with families who are English language learners. More than 3,158 participants have completed
this course as of January 31, 2009.

In December 2009, the Department released the five-hour online Language and Vocabulary in
the VPK Classroom course. This online course is appropriate for all VPK teachers/instructors,
assistants and directors and provides instructional strategies for increasing language and
vocabulary with young children. There are videos of VPK teachers implementing evidence-
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based strategies with children, as well as resources to support teachers as they begin to use the
language and vocabulary strategies in their own classrooms.

For more information regarding the Department’s online courses, please visit our Web site at
http://www.fldoe.org/earlylearning/resource.asp. To register for any of the DOE-approved online
courses please visit the Florida Department of Children and Families’ Web site at
www.myflorida.com/childcare.

If you have questions regarding these plans, please feel free to contact Gloria Hearns,
Educational Policy Consultant, at Gloria.Hearns@fldoe.org or (850) 245-0850, or Denise
Bishop, Director, Program Standards and Professional Development, at
Denise.Bishop@fldoe.org or (850) 245-7808.
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Debby Russo, Department of Children and Families
Kathy Hebda, Department of Education
Eileen McDaniel, Department of Education
Abigail Letcher, Department of Education
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