
Questions and Answers 
Enrolling Haitian Students 

1. 	 What immunization and school-entry health examination documentation 
will be required for enrollment?  

Haitian children attempting to enroll in Florida schools could be considered 
“homeless” and would be given, under Section 1003.22, F.S., 30 days temporary 
exemptions. The homeless exemption will not apply to those Haitian students who 
are in the adoption process. 

Department of Health (DOH) states that the medical protocol for children presenting 
under such circumstances are to begin age-appropriate vaccinations and issued a 
DH 680 Temporary Medical Exemption while they are in the process of being 
vaccinated for full protection against Vaccine Preventable Diseases.  Through the 
Florida Refugee Health Program, free health assessment and immunization services 
are available to Haitians who have been granted humanitarian parole.  School 
districts are encouraged to work with their local health departments in developing 
procedures to expedite immunization and health examination requirements. 

2. 	 What documentation is acceptable for verification of age? 

Section 1003.21(4), F.S., provides options for documentation of age. 

3. 	 How are schools to determine the educational placement of students when 
information is not available? 

Place the child in an age-approximate grade placement and monitor progress.  
Additionally, provide appropriate instructional assessments to validate placement, 
skill development, and English language proficiency. 

4. 	 How are schools to verify credits? 

If a student’s records are not available, the receiving district may determine grade-
level placement based upon the district’s student progression plan. 

Our current Administrative Rule (6A-1.09941) and Section 1003.433, F.S., provide 
guidance for placement of transferring students. 

6A-1.09941, F.A.C., State Uniform Transfer of High School Credits 
The purpose of this rule is to establish uniform procedures relating to the acceptance 
of transfer work and credit for students entering Florida’s public schools.  The 
procedures shall be as follows: 

(1) Credits and grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official 
transcripts and shall be accepted at face value subject to validation, if required by the 
receiving school’s accreditation.  If validation of the official transcript is deemed 
necessary, or if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a home 
education student, credits shall be validated through performance during the first 



grading period as outlined in subsection (2) of this rule. 
(2) Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving 
school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate 
sequential course level and should have a minimum grade point average of 2.0 at 
the end of the first grading period.  Students who do not meet this requirement shall 
have credits validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in 
subsection (3) of this rule. 
(3) Alternative Validation Procedure. If validation based on performance as 
described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives shall 
be used for validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent: 
(a) Portfolio evaluation by the superintendent or designee; 
(b) Written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the parent and 
approved by the principal;  
(c) Demonstrated performance in courses taken through dual enrollment or at other 
public or private accredited schools; 
(d) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area 
assessments;  
(e) Demonstrated proficiencies on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 
(FCAT); or 
(f) Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former 
school. 

Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to prepare 
for assessments outlined in paragraphs (3)(d) and (e) of this rule, if required. 
Specific Authority 1003.25(3) FS. Law Implemented 1003.25(3) FS. History–New 8
28-00, Formerly 6-1.099, Amended 9-22- 

Section 1003.433, F.S., Learning opportunities for out-of-state and out-of
country transfer students and students needing additional instruction to meet 
high school graduation requirements 

(1) Students who enter a Florida public school at the eleventh or twelfth grade from 
out of state or from a foreign country shall not be required to spend additional time in 
a Florida public school in order to meet the high school course requirements if the 
student has met all requirements of the school district, state, or country from which 
he or she is transferring.  Such students who are not proficient in English should 
receive immediate and intensive instruction in English language acquisition.  
However, to receive a standard high school diploma, a transfer student must earn a 
2.0 grade point average and pass the grade 10 FCAT required in s. 1008.22(3), F.S., 
or an alternate assessment as described in s. 1008.22(10), F.S.  

5. 	 What procedures should be followed for students who have obvious 
disabilities? 

To the extent possible, follow existing procedures regarding transfer students.  If 
records are not available, accept and document the parent/guardian’s statement that 
the student is a student with a disability.  Based upon the information available, 
determine the most appropriate placement and program, develop an “interim” 
individual education plan (IEP) and provide services as soon as possible.  Monitor 



the student’s progress and proceed with referral and eligibility procedures, as 
warranted. 

If there is no information from a parent/guardian but it is apparent that the student 
has an eligible disability, proceed as above. 

6. 	 What type of supports need to be made available to Haitian students who 
may be experiencing behavioral/emotional trauma resulting from their 
experiences? 

Your student services’ staff (counselors, school psychologist, social workers, nurses) 
can be a valuable resource to teachers as student issues are identified.  Increased 
awareness of presenting behaviors should be monitored and brought to your school 
problem solving team. Encourage your schools to have a plan for 
welcoming/orienting these new students. It is important to develop a coordinated 
system to respond to ongoing escalating behaviors.  

7. 	 What type of supports should be made available to current students and 
staff who have been impacted by the Haitian earthquake? 

We understand that many of your students and staff have family and friends who are 
missing/injured/deceased from the earthquake.  Urge your school staff to provide 
supportive counseling to the impacted students and school site staff and/or families, 
and refer to a counseling professional as needed.  

There are two “just-in-time” resources from the National Association of School 
Psychologists (NASP) at 
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/haiti.aspx, including: 

•	 The Tragedy in Haiti: Helping Children Cope - Tips for Parents and 

Caregiver 


•	 The Tragedy in Haiti: Helping Children Cope - Tips for Educators 

In addition, the Child Welfare Information Gateway links to numerous disasters 
preparedness/response resources at 
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/disaster_preparedness. 

As we identify resources that may be helpful, we will include them on the Student 
Services Project Web site (http://sss.usf.edu/) under resources/crisis intervention. 

http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/haiti.aspx
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/disaster_preparedness
http://sss.usf.edu/

