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High School Principals

FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock

DATE: February 26, 2010
SUBJECT: FCAT CONCORDANCE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Last November, the Commissioner issued new requirements for FCAT concordant scores; subsequently,
policy guidance was distributed. This memo seeks to combine the requirements, guidance and answers to
frequently asked questions into one resource document.

The new FCAT concordant scores will take effect with students scheduled to graduate in 2011 with
certain exceptions outlined below. The exceptions to these new requirements depend upon on the status
of the student, as described in the following guidance.

2010 Graduates (prior to fall semester 2010)

Current seniors scheduled to graduate prior to the fall semester of 2010 may use either the 2003 or 2009
concordant score requirements (mix and match to their advantage) to meet the high school graduation
testing requirements. The flexibility for concordant score requirements will be retained for students in
this cohort who do not graduate in 2010.

Students Currently Holding a Certificate of Completion

The requirements for students currently holding a certificate of completion must be based on the test
taken, since changes to the test content were made to the SAT. As always, students may use a
combination of SAT and ACT scores to meet the high school graduation testing requirements.
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The flexibility for concordant score requirements will be retained for students in this cohort who do not
meet the requirements in 2010.

Students presenting ACT scores (no date restriction): Students may use the 2003 ACT concordant
score requirements to meet the high school graduation testing requirements in reading and
mathematics.

Students presenting SAT scores dated prior to March 2005: Students must use the 2003 concordant
score requirements to meet the high school graduation testing requirements in reading and
mathematics.

Students presenting revised SAT scores dated March 2005 and beyond: Students may use either the
2003 or 2009 concordant score requirements (mix and match to their advantage) to meet the high
school graduation testing requirements.

2011 Graduates

Current juniors who have met the 2003 or 2009 concordant score requirements prior to November 30,

2009, may use these scores to meet the high school graduation testing requirements after failing to
pass the FCAT three times.

Current juniors who have not met all of the 2003 or 2009 concordant score requirements as of
November 30, 2009, must meet the remaining subject-area testing requirements using the 2009
concordant scores.

Thank you for your continued commitment to educational excellence. Please see the Frequently Asked
Questions section attached. If you have questions regarding student use of concordant scores, please
contact Helen Lancashire at hlancash@usf.edu or (850) 245-7851. If you require assistance with
understanding how these concordant scores were established, please contact Sharon Koon at

Sharon.Koon@fldoe.org or (850) 245-9566.
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why were the changes in concordant score requirements made effective for the 2009-2010
school year and not phased in for the 2010-2011 school year?

It is important to understand that the concordant score requirements do not represent a student’s primary
graduation requirement. The student’s primary graduation requirement (in testing) is to achieve a passing
score on the FCAT. By law, a student must earn the passing score that is in place when the student enters
grade 9, and this requirement cannot be changed. Concordant scores, on the other hand, are alternatives
to the testing requirement that allow students to demonstrate that they have either met or exceeded the
passing standard using an alternative test. These scores are meant to change when test procedures, test
content, or large shifts in the testing population change. In fact, s. 1008.22(10), Florida Statutes, requires
the Department to make a change when needed.

A concordance study is an accepted statistical linking procedure for converting scores from one
standardized test to another. Using this procedure, two tests are linked together through an analysis of
student test results based on students who have taken both tests. Scores are considered concordant if they
have equal, or close to equal, percentile ranks. In our review, we found that the most precise alignment to
the Grade 10 FCAT does require a change from the current concordant scores (see Table 1). Not
increasing the concordant score requirements would allow students to meet the testing requirement under
an easier reading standard. Likewise, students who are attempting to meet the mathematics requirement
using the SAT would be placed at a disadvantage, since the SAT Mathematics score of 370 represents a
higher standard.

While there are no requirements that concordant scores be phased in, due to their serving as alternatives,
the Department did make an exception so current juniors holding passing scores under the old or new
requirements prior to November 30, 2009, would be eligible to use them. In addition, current seniors will
have continued flexibility, as well as students who are holding a certificate of completion.

Table 1: New FCAT Concordant Scores for 2011 Graduates
(Concordant Score Requirements Beginning November 30, 2009)
Reading Mathematics
Old (2003) | New (2009) Old (2003) | New (2009)

FCAT-DSS | 1926 1926 FCAT-DSS | 1889 1889
FCAT-SSS | 300 300 FCAT-SSS | 300 300
SAT 410 420 SAT 370 340
ACT 15 18 ACT 15 15

2. For which graduating class do the new concordant score requirements take effect?

The new requirements take effect beginning with students scheduled to graduate in 2011 (prior to the fall
semester). Most of these students are currently enrolled in grade 11 and have sufficient time to participate
in SAT or ACT testing, if needed. Students graduating in 2010, students holding a certificate of



completion, and 2011 graduates who met the old requirements prior to November 30, 2009, have
additional flexibility in how these new requirements are applied.

3. Isthere a document that provides information for students and parents about the FCAT
graduation requirement and the use of concordant scores?

Yes; the Department provides a resource, FCAT Graduation Requirements, to provide information to
students who have yet to meet the graduation testing requirement and their parents. This document is
available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/pdf/fcatpass.pdf.

4. When is a student eligible to use FCAT concordant scores?

To be eligible to use FCAT concordant scores, a student must take the Grade 10 FCAT a total of three
times without earning a passing score; however, currently there is no requirement that that concordant
score must be earned after the three attempts. The requirement to take the FCAT three times applies to all
students, except new students who enter the Florida public school system in grade 12, who may either
achieve a passing score on the FCAT or use an approved subject-area concordant score to fulfill the
graduation requirement.

2010 Graduates (prior to fall semester 2010)

5. lIs astudent who plans to graduate in the 2009-2010 school year required to use the new
concordant scores (effective November 30, 2009)?

No; current seniors scheduled to graduate prior to the fall semester 2010 may use either the 2003 or the
2009 concordant score requirements. Scores may be mixed and matched to the student’s advantage.

6. If astudent who is scheduled to graduate in the 2009-2010 school year does not satisfy all of the
graduation requirements, which concordant score requirements would apply?

The flexibility for concordant score requirements will be retained for students who are scheduled to
graduate in the 2009-2010 school year and do not satisfy graduation requirements. A student in this
situation could use either the 2003 or the 2009 score requirements.

Students Currently Holding a Certificate of Completion

7. Can astudent who earned a certificate of completion prior to the 2009-2010 school year use
SAT or ACT scores to meet the high school graduation testing requirements?

Yes; however, there are some restrictions on the score requirements due to changes in the content of the
SAT. Table 2 provides the requirements for students currently holding a certificate of completion. As
always, students may use a combination of SAT or ACT scores to meet the high school graduation testing
requirements. The flexibility for concordant score requirements will be retained for students in this cohort
who do not meet the requirements in 2010.
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Table 2: Concordant Score Requirements for Students Currently Holding a
Certificate of Completion

Test Date Taken Concordant Score Required
SAT Mathematics Prior to March 2005 370
March 2005 and beyond 340
SAT Reading Prior to March 2005 410
March 2005 and beyond 410
ACT Reading n/a 15
ACT Mathematics n/a 15

8. Can a student who receives a certificate of completion in the 2009-2010 school year use SAT or
ACT scores that were deemed as concordant scores to the Grade 10 FCAT prior to
November 30, 2009?

Yes; a student in this situation should be considered the same as a student scheduled to graduate in 2010.

9. Can astudent who was required to earn passing scores on the HSCT, and subsequently earns a
certificate of completion, apply ACT or SAT scores that are concordant to the Grade 10 FCAT?

A student in this situation must first attempt to meet the testing requirements through the FCAT. As
approved by the State Board of Education, students who entered 9th grade under HSCT requirements may
satisfy their testing requirements with the following scores: Grade 10 FCAT Reading Retake (268) and
Grade 10 FCAT Mathematics Retake (278). This same student may use a SAT or an ACT concordant
score after taking the Grade 10 FCAT a total of three times without earning a passing score. Their
requirements are the same as those identified for students currently holding a certificate of completion as
provided in Table 2.

2011 Graduates

10. Which concordant scores can be used to meet the high school graduation test requirements for
current juniors scheduled to graduate in 2010-20117?

Current juniors who have met the 2003 or 2009 concordant score requirements prior to November 30,
2009, may use these scores to meet the high school graduation testing requirements after failing to pass
the FCAT three times. Current juniors who have not met all of the 2003 or 2009 concordant score
requirements as of November 30, 2009, must meet the remaining subject-area testing requirements using
the 2009 concordant scores.

11. Current juniors who plan to graduate in 2010-2011 have not had three opportunities to pass the
Grade 10 FCAT. Can these juniors “bank” their concordant scores earned prior to
November 30, 2009, and apply them after their three attempts?

Yes; students may “bank” concordant scores. There is now no requirement that concordant scores be
earned after the required three attempts. Please note that this policy may change in the future if changes
are made in the authorizing statute.



