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TO: District School Superintendents Egrg?iggﬁl_lgg@ﬂdoe.orq
FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock
DATE: February 19, 2010

SUBJECT: TITLE X, PART C - EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
PROGRAM - 2010 HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE DISASTER RELIEF PROJECT:
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA)

The Department is offering assistance to those Local Educational Agencies (LEAS) that have experienced
an increase in the number of homeless children due to the 2010 Haitian earthquake. The Department will
award up to $75,000 total to those LEAs that have identified 40 or more homeless students displaced by
the recent earthquake. Awards may range from $18,000 to $75,000, depending upon the number of
applicants. Please find attached the RFA. Applicants are encouraged to apply on or by March 5, 2010, so
funding may begin on that date; therefore, a timely submission is required.

LEAs may use these funds to:

= Defray the excess cost of transportation for homeless students not otherwise provided
through federal, state, or local funding.

= Extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths
to attend school.

= Services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths and
unaccompanied youth in public school programs and services provided to nonhomeless
children and youths.

= Professional development and other activities that are designed to heighten the
understanding and sensitivity of personnel to the needs of homeless children and
youths, their rights, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless
youths.
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= Programs coordinating services provided by schools and other agencies to eligible
students in order to expand and enhance such services.

= Payment of fees and costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records
necessary for the enrollment of students in school.

= Provision of supplies to non-school facilities serving eligible students.

= Provision of school supplies to eligible students at shelters, temporary housing
facilities, and other locations as appropriate.

= Tutoring, supplemental instruction, and other educational services.

= Expedited evaluations of eligible students to measure their strengths and needs.

= Referrals of eligible students to medical, dental, mental, and other health services.

= Developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs for homeless
children of preschool age that are not provided through other federal, state, or local
funds.

= Before-and-after school programs, mentoring, and summer programs for homeless
children and youth.

= Education and training programs for parents of homeless children and youth regarding
the rights their children have as homeless individuals and regarding the educational and
other resources available to their children.

= Student services programs providing violence prevention counseling and referrals to
such counseling.

= Programs addressing the particular needs of eligible students that may arise from
domestic violence.

We hope these funds will help you in assisting those affected children and their families during this period
of disaster. If you have questions, please contact Lorraine H. Allen, Director, Homeless Education
Program, at (850) 245-0668 or lorraine.allen@fldoe.org.

FH/Iha
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cc: Nikolai Vitti
Martha Asbury
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Selected District Homeless Education Liaisons
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Request for Application (RFA Discretionary)

Bureau / Office

K-12 Public Schools/Student Achievement/Bureau of Federal Educational Programs/Homeless
Education Program

Program Name

Title X, Part C - Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program: 2010 Haitian Earthquake
Disaster Relief Project

Specific Funding Authority

CFDA #84.196A P.L. 107-110, No Child Left Behind Act, 2001, Education for Homeless Children and
Youth (Stewart B. McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, Title VII, Subtitle B)

Funding Purpose/Priorities

These funds are earmarked for providing educational and supportive services to children displaced as
a result of the recent earthquake in Haiti. Funds will be distributed to selected districts based on
demonstrated need, the quality, and appropriateness of proposed activities.

Type of Award
Discretionary/Non-Competitive

Total Funding Amount

Preliminary amount of $75,000 (range of awards from $18,000 to $75,000, depending upon number of
applicants)

Budget Period
Upon receipt, through June 30, 2010

Program Performance Period
Upon receipt, through June 30, 2010

Target Population

Pre-K to grade 12 homeless children and youth in districts that can document significant
disbursements for meeting the needs of homeless students as a result of the 2010 earthquake in
Haiti.
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Eligible Applicant(s)

Schools districts in counties that have 40 or more Pre-K to grade 12 homeless students displaced due
to the recent earthquake in Haiti.

Application Due Date

Applicants are encouraged to apply on or by March 5, 2010, so funding may begin on that date;
therefore, a timely submission is required.

The due date refers to the date of receipt in Grants Management. For Federal programs, the
project effective date will be the date that the application is received within DOE meeting
conditions for acceptance, or the date of receipt of the Federal Award Notification, whichever
is later. For State programs, the project effective date will be no earlier than the effective date
of the legislative appropriation, usually July 1. The ending date can be no later than June 30, of
the fiscal year unless otherwise specified in statute or proviso.

Contact Persons

Program Office Contact Grants Management Contact
Lorraine H. Allen Gwen Jackson

State Homeless Education Director Program Specialist IV
850-245-9939 850-245-0496
Lorraine.Allen@fldoe.org Gwendolyn.Jackson@fldoe.org
Assurances

The Department of Education has developed and implemented a document entitled, General
Terms, Assurances and Conditions for Participation in Federal and State Programs, to comply
with:

e 34 CFR 76.301 of the Education Department General Administration Regulations (EDGAR)
which requires local educational agencies to submit a common assurance for participation
in federal programs funded by the U.S. Department of Education;

e applicable regulations of other Federal agencies; and

e State regulations and laws pertaining to the expenditure of state funds.

In order to receive funding, applicants must have on file with the Department of Education,
Office of the Comptroller, a signhed statement by the agency head certifying applicant
adherence to these General Assurances for Participation in State or Federal Programs. The
complete text may be found at http://fldoe.org/comptroller/doc/gbsectiond.doc.

In order to receive funding, the applicant (LEA) also must assure that:

e each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth shall have equal access to the
same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as provided to
other children and youth.

o homeless children and youth are afforded the same free, appropriate public education as
provided to other children and youth.
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o it will review and undertake steps to revise any laws, regulations, practices, or policies that
may act as a barrier to the enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless children
and youth.

o it will not separate homeless students from the mainstream school environment or segregate
homeless students in a separate school, or in a separate program within a school, based on
such students’ status as homeless.

e homeless children and youth have access to the education and other services that they need
in order to meet the same challenging state student academic achievement standards to which
all students are held.

¢ its combined fiscal effort per student, or the aggregate expenditures of the LEA and the state
with respect to the provisions of free public education by the LEA for the fiscal year preceding
the fiscal year for which the determination is made, was not less than 90 percent of such
combined fiscal effort or aggregate expenditures for the second fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year for which the determination is made (unless the state receives a waiver).

o it complies with, or will use requested funds to comply with paragraphs (3) through (7) of
section 722(g) of the McKinney-Vento Act.

o it will adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not
stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless.

o it will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other federal
programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, to carry out
the duties described in paragraph (6)(A).

o it will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of
the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the
school of origin, as determined in the McKinney-Vento Act.

o if the homeless student’s living arrangement in the area served by the LEA of origin terminates
and the student, though continuing his or her education in the school of origin, begins living in
an area served by another LEA, the LEA of origin and the LEA in which the homeless student
is living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the
student with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the local educational agencies
are unable to agree upon such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be
shared equally.

School Districts, Community Colleges, Universities and State Agencies

The certification of adherence filed with the Department of Education Comptroller’s Office
shall remain in effect indefinitely unless a change occurs in federal or state law, or there
are other changes in circumstances affecting a term, assurance, or condition; and does not
need to be resubmitted with this application.

Funding Method

CARDS - Cash Advance and Reporting of Disbursements System — Web-Based Reporting
required monthly to record expenditures.

Federal cash advances will be made by state warrant or electronic funds transfer (EFT) to a
recipient for disbursements. For federally funded projects, requests for federal cash advance
must be made on the CARDS - Cash Advance and Reporting of Disbursements System. If at
times it is determined that disbursements are going to exceed the amount of cash on hand
plus cash in transit, an on-line amendment can be made prior to the due date of the next
Federal Cash Advance distribution on the CARDS System.
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Fiscal Requirements

Supporting documentation for expenditures is required for all funding methods. Examples of
such documentation include: invoices with check numbers verifying payment, and/or bank
statements; all or any of which must be available upon request.

Project Performance Accountability and Reporting Requirements

The Department’s program managers will track each project’s performance based on the
information provided in the required report.

NARRATIVE SECTION

Project Design-Narrative

Description of Needs to Address and Goals, Measurable Objectives, Anticipated Outcomes,
Timelines, and Activities

Please describe the need to be addressed and provide the baseline data, and each corresponding
goal area, objectives, activities, and timelines.

Project Description/Evaluation Design

Need to Address:

Baseline Data (must include number of homeless students displaced by the Haitian
earthquake):

Goal:

Measurable Objective:

Anticipated Outcomes:

Activities:

Timelines:

Dissemination/Marketing

Describe methods /strategies you will use to disseminate and market information about the
project to appropriate populations.

Reporting Outcomes

Districts will submit a report at the end of the project indicating progress toward meeting the objectives
of the project. The report is due to FDOE on or by December 31, 2010. Reports to FDOE shall
include documentation supporting services and coordination provided in accordance to project
narrative and required activities. FDOE will review reports of the selected school districts.

For Federal Programs - General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)

Provide a concise description of the process to ensure equitable access to, and participation of
students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. For details refer to URL.:
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/gepa427.pdf
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Conditions for Acceptance
The requirements listed below must be met for applications to be considered for review:
1) Application is received in DOE within the timeframe specified by the RFA

2) Application includes required forms: DOE 100A Project Application Form and
DOE 101 - Budget Narrative Form

3) All required forms must have the assigned TAPS Number included on the form
4) All required forms have original signatures by an authorized entity
5) Application must be submitted to:

Office of Grants Management
Florida Department of Education
325 W. Gaines Street, (Room 332)
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

NOTE: Applications sighed by officials other than the appropriate agency head identified
above must have a letter signed by the agency head, or documentation citing action of the
governing body delegating authority to the person to sign on behalf of said official.
Attach the letter or documentation to the DOE 100A when the application is submitted.

Method of Review

The Title X, Part C - Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program: 2010 Haitian Earthquake
Disaster Relief Project, including budget form, shall be reviewed by FDOE staff in the Bureau of
Federal Educational Programs. The staff includes, but is not limited to the Homeless Education
Coordinator, and the Chief of the Bureau of Federal Educational Programs.
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