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MEMORANDUM 

TO: District Superintendents 
  District Dropout Prevention Coordinators 
  District Juvenile Justice Coordinators 
  GED District Administrators 

Contact Information: 
Kimberly Davis 
(850) 245-0551 
Kimberly.Davis@fldoe.org 
DPS: 2010-18 

FROM: Dr. Frances Haithcock 

DATE: February 12, 2010 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED RULE FOR GED EXIT OPTION AND STATE OF FLORIDA 
HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA FORMAT 
(DPS: 2009-131 REVISED-UPDATE) 

On August 12, 2009, the Department issued a memorandum indicating that beginning with the 
2009-2010 school year, students who complete the GED Exit Option Program would not be 
awarded a standard diploma, but would be eligible for an equivalency diploma.  This 
memorandum is in response to concerns regarding the requirement for districts to order diplomas 
beginning this month for students graduating at the end of school year 2009-2010.   

The current proposed rule language and diploma format for the proposed equivalency diploma is 
on schedule to be presented to the State Board for review in May of 2010.  Due to procedures for 
rule adoption, the proposed rule cannot become effective until June, 2010.  Based on this 
timeline, we are aware that school districts will be unable to obtain diplomas in a new format in 
time for graduation this year.        

DR. FRANCES HAITHCOCK
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District Superintendents 
February 12, 2010 
Page Two 

As we must obtain State Board approval prior to releasing the State of Florida High School 
Equivalency Diploma format, proceed as you have in the past regarding the diploma format 
awarded to new students who entered the GED Exit Option beginning in the 2009-2010 school 
year and who successfully complete the program requirements.  The Department will propose 
that the new diploma format be effective for students entering the GED Exit Option beginning in 
the 2010-2011 school year. 

Please note that this memorandum addresses only the format of the diploma during a time of 
transition. 

We sincerely hope this clarifies the issue.  If you have questions, please contact Dr. Kimberly 
Davis by phone at (850) 245-0551 or by e-mail at Kimberly.Davis@fldoe.org. 
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