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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   District School Superintendents 
 
FROM:   Commissioner Jeanine Blomberg 
 
DATE:    April 26, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: FCAT Writing+ Achievement Standards 

 
Now that the 2007 FCAT student results have been released, I would like to formally update you 
on the new FCAT Writing+ Achievement Standards.  These new achievement standards were 
approved by the State Board of Education at their meeting on January 25, 2007.  The approval 
is reflected in an amendment to State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09422, which became 
effective March 1, 2007. 
 
The achievement standards will be used to report student writing proficiency levels in Grades 4, 
8, and 10 this spring.  Section 1008.22 (3)(c)1., Florida Statutes, requires the statewide 
assessment program to report student proficiency levels of all students assessed in reading, 
writing, mathematics, and science.  Table 1 provides the new writing achievement standards for 
each grade level tested. 
 

Table 1: 
FCAT Writing+ Grade-Level Scale Scores (100 to 500) 

for Each Achievement Level 
Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 
4  100-239 240-289 290-364 365-426 427-500 
8  100-249 250-298 299-355 356-415 416-500 
10  100-249 250-299 300-341 342-402 403-500 
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In addition, s. 1008.22 (3)(c)5., Florida Statutes, requires students to earn passing scores on the 
FCAT in reading, writing, and mathematics to qualify for a standard high school diploma, except 
as provided in Sections 1003.428(8)(b), 1003.43 (11)(b), or 1008.22(9). A student enrolled in 
Grade 9 for the first time in the 2006-07 school year must achieve a passing score on FCAT 
Writing+ in addition to the current requirements of achieving passing FCAT scores in reading 
and mathematics.  The graduation passing score will be applied to eligible students beginning 
with the Spring 2008 administration. This cohort of students, the graduating class of 2010, must 
then achieve the established passing score in order to receive a standard diploma. For students 
in the graduating class of 2009-10 school year and beyond, the passing score for the Grade 10 
FCAT Writing+ shall be a score equal to or greater than 300 on the 100 to 500 scale.  At this 
time, there are no concordant scores for writing; concordant scores for writing will be explored 
during the 2009-10 school year. 
 
For your use, the Office of Assessment and School Performance has updated two resources 
that provide information on FCAT achievement levels and FCAT high school graduation 
requirements.  While both of these documents are available on-line 
(http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatpub2.asp), copies are attached for your convenience. 
 
Please feel free to contact Sharon Koon, Assessment and School Performance, 
Sharon.Koon@fldoe.org, with your questions. 
 
JB/CSO/sk 

cc:  Chancellor Cheri Yecke 
 Assistant Superintendents for Instruction  

Elementary, Middle, and High School Principals  
Student Assessment Coordinators 
Student Services Directors 
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