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SUBJECT: End-of-Course Examinations Clearinghouse

In support of the implementation of the Special Teachers Are Rewarded Program (STAR), the
Florida Department of Education has approved a project with the School District of Hillsborough
County to make available as many existing locally-developed end-of-course exams as possible.
The project establishes the End-of-Course Examinations Clearinghouse for the primary purpose
of supporting your school district. The Clearinghouse will provide easy access to the exams
that may be used to implement valid and reliable assessments for use under the STAR
program. As soon as the Clearinghouse is functional, exams will be available to your school
district at no charge.

Over the next few weeks, the Clearinghouse will develop the procedures for test security,
collection, and distribution. The methods used for security will be designed so that the integrity
of the exams is preserved. These methods will be similar to those used in the statewide
assessment program. Initial test collection activities will focus on adding tests into the
Clearinghouse that are aligned to 11™ and 12" grade courses and electives that are not linked
to FCAT scores. This initial focus is one that has been expressed as a need by school districts
across the state. It also has been determined that test distribution will be facilitated through the
identification of one primary contact from each school district. In addition to the primary contact,
a back-up individual may be designated by each district. Exams may be requested by and will
be released to only these designated individuals. We recommend that the District Coordinator
of Assessment be designated as the primary contact because of his or her knowledge about
assessment and assessment procedures.

The Clearinghouse is in the process of developing a website dedicated to providing information
on accessing the exams for district use this spring. The first step will be to post a listing of the
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available End-of-Course Examinations, as well as a listing of available pretests for various
courses for which FCAT may not be appropriate. A form for submission of End-of-Course
Examinations to be included in the Clearinghouse will also be provided on the website. Itis
anticipated that this website will be operational within the next few weeks.

The primary contact will request exams from the Clearinghouse. One copy of the requested
exam and answer key will be electronically transmitted. When exams are provided to a district,
the receiving district must verify that the items are consistent with the curriculum as it is
delivered in the district and review the answer keys for accuracy. In addition, the receiving
district is responsible for copying exams for use in the district. Validity of the exam for its
intended purpose is dependent upon the items being consistent with the curriculum that is used
in the district. It is therefore necessary to have content experts review the items prior to use.

A form for the identification of the district primary contact, and a back-up, is attached. This form
may be returned to the Clearinghouse directly (via email or mail) to the attention of:

Ina J. Helmick

Assessment and Accountability
901 East Kennedy Boulevard
Tampa, Florida 33601
ina.helmick@sdhc.k12.fl.us

If you have questions about the Clearinghouse, you may direct your questions to Ina J. Helmick
of the End-of-Course Examinations Clearinghouse (Hillsborough County) at 813/272-4006, or to
Sharon Koon (Florida Department of Education) at 850/245-0513 or sharon.koon@fldoe.org. If
your questions relate to the STAR program or STAR plans, please contact Pam Stewart at
850/245-0509, SC 205-0509, or pamela.stewart@fldoe.org.

Thank you for your continued commitment to rewarding special teachers.

JLW:cso

cc: District Personnel Directors
District Assessment Coordinators
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