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On the Road to Improvement

In response to requests and suggestions from around the state, we are pleased to provide the first
issue of our statewide electronic newsletter. Each month, the articles and news clips will illuminate
best practices, and highlight strategies and tools that impact instruction and learning. In addition,
you will find links to an array of resources for educators, parents, and students.

Our MISSION is to support schools, districts, and families in their efforts to maximize student
learning gains and reach highest student achievement through rigorous and relevant learning
opportunities. The Bureau of School Improvement is committed to providing the products and
services that assist ALL districts and ALL schools in improving achievement for ALL students.

Making the Grade in Science: Resources for Districts and Schools

Beginning this year, the 2007 FCAT Science performance will be used to calculate school grades.
One point will be awarded for each percent of students meeting high standards by scoring Level 3
or higher on FCAT Science. The assessment measures student proficiency with science
benchmarks from the Sunshine State Standards and is given to students in Grades 5, 8, and 11.

There are four reporting clusters in FCAT Science: Physical and Chemical Sciences (Strands A-
C), Earth and Space Sciences (Strands D-E), Life and Environmental Sciences (Strands F-G), and
Scientific Thinking (Strand H).

The Office of Assessment and School Performance has provided several helpful resources and
publications to assist educators in understanding the design, released tests, item specifications
and performance task scoring for the FCAT.

FCAT Handbook

How to Use Released ltems

Florida Inquires!

Florida Test Item and Performance Task Specifications
Understanding FCAT Reports

Cognitive Complexity

Sunshine State Lighting Best Practices
An updated “Proven Instructional Practices for High-Quality

Writing” provides teachers with research and eight best practices

for teaching writing including providing a positive atmosphere,
organizing for writing, providing meaningful writing activities,

Sunshine State - Lighting Best Practices
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giving reading an integral role in writing, and writing across the
curriculum. Also discussed are ideas for a writer's workshop
and suggestions on ways to improve FCAT Writing+ scores.
This printable document has web links for additional resources.
Read more ...

D. A. R. T. Model

Data collection and analysis is the core of continuous improvement for schools. The needs of
students and educators should be addressed using data driven decisions regarding curriculum,
instruction and assessment. The DART model is designed to assist schools in analyzing FCAT
data on student performance in Reading, Mathematics, Writing, and Science. Read more....

We want to hear from you...

Your feedback helps us tailor products and services to meet your needs. Please take a few
minutes to tell us about the quality of service you received. In the Bureau of School
Improvement we are committed to continuously assessing and improving the level and
quality of services our staff provides to you--our customers. Customer Satisfaction Survey
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