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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   District School Superintendents 
 
FROM:   John L. Winn, Commissioner of Education 
 
DATE:    December 11, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Computer-Based FCAT Initiatives  
 
As you are aware, the use of computers for all aspects of education has been increasing, 
significantly so in recent years.  The digital age is truly upon us.  Hopefully, you are as excited 
as I am about the opportunities computer skills will provide our students, not only in our schools 
but also in our workforce.  This memorandum provides details about our plans for implementing 
statewide computer-based testing.  There are many benefits of computer-based testing, 
including assessing students in a similar manner as they are assessed in the classroom, 
reducing the paper burden on schools, and providing prompt feedback to students about their 
performance.  We are working toward making all of these benefits a reality.   
 
This fall, six pioneering districts participated in the first computer-based Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test® (FCAT) for students who were retaking the Grade 10 test.  Congratulations 
to Jackson, Manatee, Okaloosa, Palm Beach, Suwannee, and Union school districts for boldly 
leading us into the digital testing arena.  I would like to see many more of you join their ranks at 
the next opportunity.   
 
Computer-based testing on FCAT will become more accessible with each future test 
administration.  Information about these opportunities will be distributed by the Assessment and 
School Performance office so that you can participate in the spring and summer of 2007 FCAT 
administrations for students retaking the Grade 10 test.  Additionally, we anticipate expanding 
computer-based testing to other grade levels and will provide information about these 
possibilities when the time comes.   
 
Although computer-based testing of all students cannot be attained until some future point, we 
must begin now.  I urge you to think about the computer-based testing requirements described 
in this memorandum as you plan for and purchase technology applications, equipment, and 
infrastructure.  We want our students to be prepared for their futures; and should plan to provide 
them the technological tools they will need.  If you received funds from the Microsoft settlement, 
preparing for computer-based instruction and testing is an excellent way to use these funds.  
There are other sources you can use as well, including the Title II, Part D Entitlement funds.   
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Below you will find a description of what is currently required in terms of equipment, facilities, 
and staffing to implement computer-based testing successfully.   
 
EQUIPMENT 

• Each computer must meet the following minimum specifications: 

√ Platforms  
o Windows PC with 1.3 GHz CPU and Windows XP Service Pack 1 or greater or 

Windows 2000 Service Pack 3 or greater; OR  
o Macintosh G4 with 10.4.5 OS or higher  (Mac specs are still being tested and will 

be updated for the new G5 processor next month) 
√ Hard disk space available:  200 MB disk space for object bank 
√ Memory: 512 MB RAM 
√ Internet Access: Wired 10mb Ethernet connection (no wireless) 
√ Bandwidth: 1.5 Mbps – T1 line 

• Each school must provide a sufficient number of computers to conduct 45- to 60-minute 
practice sessions prior to testing and to test all students during the regular testing 
window.   

FACILITIES 

• Each testing room must allow sufficient space between computers so that a student 
cannot easily see another student’s screen. This can also be facilitated through the use 
of visual barriers between computer monitors. 

• Each testing room must have sufficient space for students taking the mathematics 
section to comfortably work the mathematics problems on scratch paper. 

STAFF 

• Each district must have a staff member who can answer questions regarding equipment 
and the Internet Service Provider (ISP) connection at the schools in your district.  This 
staff member is also required to attend a special regional training meeting conducted by 
CTB/McGraw-Hill.   

• Each school must provide a sufficient number of staff to administer the practice sessions 
and test sessions, as well as proctor the test sessions as required for all FCAT 
administrations.  

For the Fall 2006 FCAT administration, it was determined that the requirement of 512 MB of 
RAM was one of the biggest barriers to school participation.  Also, many schools did not have 
adequate space in computer labs to accommodate all the students during the testing window.  
Please review these minimum requirements to determine the steps your district needs to take to 
prepare for participation in the future computer-based FCAT assessments.   

Contact Kris Ellington, Director of K-12 Assessment, Assessment and School Performance, at 
850-245-0513 (SunCom 205-0513) if you have any questions about the computer-based 
assessments. 

JW:lt 

cc:  Assistant Superintendents for Instruction  
High School Principals  
District Coordinators of Assessment 
Kris Ellington, Director, K-12 Assessment 


