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SUBJECT: Dexterity Test for School Bus Operators

Ensuring student access to educational programs requires that school districts safely transport
students to and from school each day. In recent weeks, our office has received numerous
inquiries from school districts about the dexterity test for school bus operators, as required by
Rule 6A-3.0141(9)(c), Florida Administrative Code. The dexterity testing has changed recently
to accommodate larger buses and recent school bus specifications requiring air—operated entrance
doors on the buses.

Item 2 of the attached Recommended Guidelines for Administering Dexterity Test addresses the
new air door procedure. It begins with the operator seated in the driver’s seat with the seat belt
on. The operator must get out of the seat, switch the air door switch to the manual position, open
the air door, walk down the steps, stand on the ground outside, and close the door.

A 65-passenger bus or larger can now be used for Item 4 of the dexterity test regarding the ability
to exit the bus in an emergency. On larger rear engine buses, the operator may exit the side door,
but the same procedure for exiting would be followed. To prevent injury, operators should
always sit and slide out the exit. A cushioned pad should be placed on the ground outside the
emergency door for this portion of the test.

If you have questions or comments about the dexterity test or how it is administered, please email
Kay Kanupp at kay.kanupp@fldoe.org or call (850) 245-9795.
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