TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE NOTE No. T-07-04

School Business Services

Contact:
School Transportation Management Ronnie H. McCallister
Department of Education (850) 245-9795
John L. Winn, Commissioner National School Bus Safety Week SC  205-9795

DATE: September 8, 2006
TO: School District Transportation Directors
FROM: Charlie Hood, Director

School Transportation Management
SUBJECT: National School Bus Safety Week, October 15-21, 2006

Ensuring access to educational programs requires that school districts safely transport students to
and from school each day. The Department of Education (DOE) and the Florida Association for
Pupil Transportation (FAPT) recognize Florida’s school bus drivers and transportation
department personnel for their commitment and dedication to the task of ensuring safe
transportation for over one million students to school each day in school buses.

The U.S. House of Representatives recently honored school transportation professionals by
unanimously passing H.R. 498 honoring the goals and ideals of National School Bus Safety
Week. The resolution demonstrated bipartisan support for the contributions of yellow school
buses and transportation professionals to the safety of America’s youth.

This year National School Bus Safety Week is October 15-21, 2006, and the theme is “I See the
Driver — The Driver Sees Me.” Although school buses continue to be the safest vehicle on the
road to transport students, the danger zones around school buses continue to be of great concern
for bus drivers and other motorists. Transporters and educators should emphasize the need for
motorists to stop when a school bus has its flashing red lights on and its stop arms extended.
These are the signals that indicate school children are boarding or departing from the bus, and it
is one of the most critical times for the safety of children. School districts need to continue to
provide training to bus drivers on student pick-up and drop-off procedures, as well as training to
students on safe behaviors in and around school buses.

The DOE and the FAPT also recognize the importance of local Community Traffic Safety
Teams, made up of representatives from community agencies who work together throughout the
year to improve the safety of students and the motoring public. Another key contributor to
student safety is the Missing Children Information Clearinghouse (MCIC), established by the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and other agencies to prevent abduction and assist
recovery of missing children.
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During National School Bus Safety Week, district personnel are encouraged to provide activities
that recognize school bus drivers and all transportation professionals for their commitment to
school bus safety. Florida’s school districts, charter schools, and contracted operators maintain
an excellent safety record in transporting public school children, and this special week is the
perfect opportunity for the community to recognize and thank these transportation professionals.
We are providing a link to the “National School Bus Safety Week—Resource Guide and
Activity Booklet” developed by the National School Bus Safety Week Committee. The booklet
provides resources that districts can use to celebrate this important week, and it can be accessed
at the following website: http://www.napt.org/associations/3103/filess/NSBSWdoc_Color.pdf.

This year during Safety Week the DOE will work with the Leon County School District
transportation department and local law enforcement agencies to highlight the alarming number
of personal vehicles that illegally pass school buses that are stopped with their stop arms
extended and red lights flashing. This is the time when the students are most vulnerable, and it is
of the utmost importance to remind the motoring public to stop in this situation. We will target
the routes within the district with the highest reported incidence of illegal passing. Law
enforcement personnel will ride on some of those bus routes. They will report anyone illegally
passing a stopped school bus to fellow officers in patrol vehicles, who will then issue tickets to
the violators. We have attached a public information sheet with a diagram that illustrates when a
motorist may or may not pass a stopped school bus.

To assist school districts in recognizing Safety Week we have also attached a formal resolution,
signed by the honorable John L. Winn, Commissioner of Education, recognizing the integral
service that all of Florida’s public school bus transportation personnel provide to ensure each
student’s opportunity for a successful education.
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Attachments

cc:  Superintendents
Charter Schools

MCIC Advisory Board
Robin Butler, Chair, CTST Coalition
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