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Ensuring student access to educational programs requires that school districts safely transport 
students to and from school each day.  The Department of Education (DOE) and the Florida 
Association for Pupil Transportation (FAPT) honor Florida’s school bus drivers and 
transportation department personnel for their commitment and dedication to this task.  Over one 
million students are taken back and forth to school each day in school buses, with buses traveling 
over 282 million miles throughout the year. 

This year National School Bus Safety Week is October 16-22, 2005, and the theme is “Flashing 
Red Means Stop Ahead.”  Although school buses continue to be the safest vehicles on the road 
to transport students, transporters and educators should emphasize the need for motorists to stop 
when a school bus has its flashing red lights on and stop arms extended.  These are the signals 
that indicate school children are boarding or departing from the bus, and it is one of the most 
critical times for the safety of children. 

During National School Bus Safety Week, district personnel are encouraged to provide activities 
that recognize school bus drivers and all transportation professionals for their commitment to 
school bus safety. The State of Florida maintains an excellent safety record in transporting 
public school children, and this special week is the perfect opportunity for the community to 
recognize and thank these transportation professionals. We are providing a link to the “National 
School Bus Safety Week—Resource Guide and Activity Booklet” developed by the National 
School Bus Safety Week Committee.  The booklet provides resources that districts can use to 
implement meaningful activities in celebration of this important week, and it can be accessed at 
the following website:  http://www.napt.org/associations/3103/files/NSBSWdoc_Color.pdf. 

http://www.napt.org/associations/3103/files/NSBSWdoc_Color.pdf
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For the second year, the Department will be promoting National School Bus Safety Week with 
an event in Tallahassee at the Turlington Building on Wednesday, October 19, 2005.  We will 
have exhibits displaying the most important safety features integral to school buses and will offer 
Department employees and guests school bus rides to demonstrate school bus safety equipment 
and procedures. 

We will also be honoring Florida’s transportation professionals who have received state and 
national awards throughout the year for their dedication and technical expertise.  These award 
winners include: Sandra Graham and Charles Greller, Martin County, co-winners of the National 
Blue Bird Heroism Award; Mike Livingston, Brevard County, winner of the  National Sure-Lok, 
Inc., Special Needs Transportation Award; Anne England and Ed Lipsey, Orange County, 
winners of the National Special Needs Team Safety Road-e-o; and Gena Brown, Hillsborough 
County, winner of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Missing Children’s 
Information Clearinghouse Advisory Board School Bus Operator of the Year Award.   

We will recognize the first through third place winners of the State’s Safety Skills Competitions. 
Winners from Orange County are Ed Lipsey, first place, Arthur Jordan, second place, and 
Darnell Jones, third place, in the conventional bus operator category; Juan Negron, first place, 
and Abel Aparicio, second place, in the transit bus operator category; and Esteban Rivera, first 
place in the school bus technician/inspector category.  Winners from Osceola County are Greg 
Roberson, second place in the school bus technician/inspector category, and Diana Esler, third 
place in the transit bus operator category. Finally, from Leon County is winner Bobby Tucker, 
third place in the school bus technician/inspector category. We welcome participation from any 
district personnel who would like to join us for this special event. 

We encourage you to consider similar activities at the local level during National School Bus 
Safety Week to show appreciation for the professionals dedicated to safely transporting Florida’s 
public school children. 
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