TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE NOTE

No. T-05-15
School Business Services Contact:
School Transportation Management Section Bud Fletcher
Departmet Of Education (850) 245-9795
John L. Winn, Commissioner SC 205-9795

DATE: June 3, 2005

TO: School District Service Managers
School District Transportation Directors

FROM: Charlie Hood, Director
School Transportation Management

SUBJECT: School Bus Air Filter Service/Maintenance

To ensure access to educational programs and help school districts and charter schools maintain
safe and efficient school bus fleets, this Technical Assistance Note provides guidance on school
bus engine air filter service intervals and maintenance. Recently, several engines were damaged
due to problems with the air filter and/or air intake piping system. These damages were not
covered under warranty. With the requirement for air filter restriction gauges, there has been a
misconception in some cases that air filters should be changed only when the gauge indicates it
IS necessary.

When an air filter or intake piping system fails, the restriction indicator is very likely to give a
false (low or zero) restriction reading, due to the bypassing of the filter element. Therefore, it is
not advisable to rely solely on the restriction gauge. Engine air filters should be physically
inspected on a periodic basis and usually changed, once removed. Technicians should be careful
during this process not to allow contaminants to enter the clean air or engine side of the air
intake system.

Engine manufacturer X may indicate a specific air filter change interval, while engine
manufacturer Y may recommend “change at restriction gauge indication.” The Department of
Education recommends that school districts follow manufacturers’ guidance regarding service
intervals; however, there are times when those service interval recommendations should be
customized. We recommend, at a minimum, annual removal and inspection of the air filter
element and disassembly and inspection of the air intake piping. A visual, external inspection of
the air intake system components should be performed when the bus is delivered and according
to the schedule required by the Florida School Bus Safety Inspection Manual.
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Please contact Bill Schroyer or any of our fleet staff at (850) 245-9795 or bill.schroyer@fldoe.org if
you have any questions or need assistance with implementing an engine air filter maintenance
program for your district.
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