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SUBJECT: National School Bus Safety Week, October 17-23, 2004 

The Department of Education (DOE) and the Florida Association for Pupil Transportation 
(FAPT) honor Florida’s school bus drivers and transportation department personnel throughout 
the state for their commitment and dedication to the safe transportation of students to and from 
school. Over one million students are taken back and forth to school each day on school buses, 
with buses traveling over 282 million miles throughout the year. 

This year the official National School Bus Safety Week is October 17-23, 2004, and the theme 
is “Shhh…Railroad Crossing.”  Although school buses continue to be the safest vehicle on the 
road to transport students, transporters and educators should reemphasize the need to follow 
correct procedures when crossing railroad tracks.  These procedures include activating the 
hazard lights and stopping between fifteen and fifty feet before the railroad crossing, turning off 
noise-producing equipment and requiring silence from the students, opening the passenger door 
and driver window and looking in both directions, and then proceeding across the tracks when it 
is safe to do so. 

During National School Bus Safety Week, district personnel are encouraged to provide activities 
that recognize school bus drivers and all transportation professionals and to applaud their 
commitment to school bus safety.  The state of Florida maintains an excellent safety record in 
transporting public school children, and this special week is the perfect opportunity for the 
community to recognize and thank these transportation professionals. We are enclosing a 
“National School Bus Safety Week—Resource Guide and Activity Booklet” developed by the 
National School Bus Safety Week Committee.  The booklet contains a variety of resources that 
districts can utilize to implement meaningful activities in celebration of this important week. 
The booklet can also be accessed online at the following website location: 
http://www.napt.org/associations/3103/files/NSBSWdoc_Color.pdf. 

http://www.napt.org/associations/3103/files/NSBSWdoc_Color.pdf
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The DOE will be promoting National School Bus Safety Week with an event in Tallahassee at 
the Department’s Turlington Building on Wednesday, October 20, 2004.  We will have exhibits 
displaying the most important safety features integral to school buses and will offer Department 
employees and invited “Celebrity Riders” school bus rides to demonstrate school bus safety 
equipment and procedures.  We will also be honoring Florida’s transportation professionals who 
have received state and national awards throughout the year for their dedication and technical 
expertise. These award winners include: Alfonso Garcia, Broward District, National School Bus 
Safety Week Poster Contest Winner; Diane Yates, Hillsborough District, National IMI School 
Bus Driver Excellence Award; Sandra Conley and Phillip Davila, First Place, National Special 
Needs Road-e-o Team; Sheila Georges, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Missing 
Children’s Information Clearinghouse Advisory Board School Bus Operator of the Year; and the 
First Place Winners of the State’s Safety Skills Competition – Ed Lipsey, Orange District, 
Conventional Bus Operator; Juan Negron, Orange District, Transit Bus Operator; and Mark 
Cochenour, Polk District, School Bus Technician.  We encourage participation from any district 
personnel who would like to join us for this special event. 

We encourage you to consider similar activities on the local level during National School Bus 
Safety Week to show appreciation for the professionals dedicated to and responsible for safely 
transporting Florida’s public school children. 

CFH: rhm 

Enclosure: National School Bus Safety Week--Resource Guide and Activity Booklet 

cc: 	Superintendents 
 Operations Personnel 

MCIC Advisory Board 
Major Kenneth Howes, Florida Highway Patrol 
Marcia D. Lich, Safety Management System Coordinator, Florida Department of 
Transportation 
Robin Butler, CTST Coalition Chairperson 
Gary Fitzpatrick, State Coordinator for Operation Lifesaver 


