TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE NOTE No. T-04-06

Office of the Deputy Commissioner/

Chief Operating and Education Financial Officer

Contact:
School Transportation Management Section Charlie Hood
Department of Education (850) 245-9795
Jim Horne, Commissioner SC  205-9795

DATE: May 11, 2004
TO: School District Transportation Directors
FROM: Charlie Hood, Director

School Transportation Management Section
SUBJECT: Call for Nominations—Florida School Bus Operator of the Year

As many of you are aware, the Missing Children Information Clearinghouse Advisory Board
(MCICAB) was created in 1996 to address issues dealing with Florida's missing children. The
MCICAB is a diverse mix of law enforcement officials, victims’ parents, government agencies,
missing children non-profit organizations, and members of the business community with interest
in missing children’s issues.

For the past two years the Florida Association for Pupil Transportation (FAPT) and the
Department of Education have formally supported the prevention and recovery efforts of the
MCICAB through the School Bus Operator of the Year award and the annual Florida Missing
Children’s Day. This year the Missing Children’s Day events, including the presentation of the
bus operator award, will be on September 13, 2004, at the Florida Capitol here in Tallahassee.
The School Bus Operator of the Year will also receive a cash award.

The MCICAB Prevention Committee understands and supports the key role that school bus
operators play in ensuring the safety of children and preventing harm to them on a daily basis.
Drivers are often on the front line when children are most vulnerable when they walk or wait at
bus stops without the supervision of responsible adults.

We are seeking your nominations of deserving Florida school bus operators who have acted to
ensure the safety of children who might otherwise have been abducted or threatened by
convicted or potential offenders. The attached nomination form from the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement (FDLE) describes the types of actions that would qualify a bus operator for the
award.
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Please nominate any deserving individual(s) within your district and return the attached form as
shown to Patricia Rutherford of FDLE, no later than June 1, 2004. Thank you for your
ongoing support of children's safety.

Attachment: FDLE Bus Operator of the Year Nomination Form

CFH

Cc:  Patricia Rutherford, FDLE
School District Superintendents



2003-2004 Florida Missing Children's

FLE Award Nomination Submission Form for

SCHOOL BUS OPERATOR OF THE YEAR

Floricda Department of Law Enforcement

Your Name: Daytime Telephone Number:

Address: Email Address:

Relation to Nominee (s):

Thank you for considering nominees for the 2003-2004 Florida Missing Children's Awards. Winners will be selected by the Missing
Children Information Clearinghouse Advisory Board under the auspices of FDLE. The awards will be presented on September 13,
2004 at the formal ceremony in Tallahassee, FL. Please fax your nominations to FDLE/MCIC Attention: Patricia Rutherford at
850 410-8599 or mail to: Florida Department of Law Enforcement; Missing Children Information Clearinghouse; P. O. Box
1489; Tallahassee, FL 32302-1489.

DEADLINE FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS IS TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2004

The nominee must meet the following criteria.
1. The activity warranting nomination must have occurred while on duty as a School Bus Operator
in the state of Florida during June 1, 2003 thru May 31, 2004; and
2. The activity can be determined to be exceptional, extraordinary, outstanding, or heroic,
and that such activity resulted in the prevention of a child abduction, or the recovery of a
child from a situation of imminent danger

NOMINEE(S) INFORMATION:

Name:

Address: Email Address:
Evening Telephone Daytime Telephone
Number: Number:

Concerning the case(s) of:
Name(s) of Children

Name of child(ren) custodial parents:

Current address of custodial parents:

Evening Telephone Daytime Telephone
Number: Number




Please provide detailed information on this form concerning the case investigation. Be sure to describe the role of the nominee(s) and
specify the actions and activities that led to your nomination of the individual(s) for this award. Include any additional information,
including press clippings or news footage for our consideration. You may attach additional pages if necessary. Please type or print

clearly.




