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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents  

School District School Safety Specialists 
  Charter School Leaders 
   
FROM: Timothy Hay 
 
DATE:  June 12, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: School Safety Changes: House Bill 757 
 
The 2026 Florida Legislature passed House Bill 757 (School Safety – Chapter 2026-80, Laws of Florida), 
which took effect when Governor DeSantis signed it into law on May 15, 2026. Implementing these 
changes should begin right away. While House Bill 757 prioritizes the establishment of safety 
enhancements for Florida’s colleges and universities, the bill also includes some changes to K-12 school 
safety. 
 
Discharging weapons or firearms within 1,000 feet of a school 
Section 790.115, Florida Statutes, Possessing or discharging weapons or firearms at a school-sponsored 
event or on school property prohibited; penalties; exceptions. 
• A person commits a second-degree felony if they discharge “any weapon or firearm within 1,000 feet 

of a school, during school hours or during the time of a sanctioned school activity, unless discharged 
for lawful defense of himself or herself or another or for a lawful purpose. This subparagraph does 
not apply to the discharge of a weapon or firearm on private real property within 1,000 feet of a 
school by the owner of such property or by a person whose presence on such property has been 
authorized, licensed, or invited by the owner.” 

 
Transferring student records to colleges and universities 
Section 1003.25, Florida Statutes, Procedures for maintenance and transfer of student records. 
• When the education records of a public school student in Florida contain reports of serious or 

recurrent behavior patterns, including any threat assessment or psychological evaluation, and the 
student enrolls in a Florida College System institution or state university, those records must be 
transferred to the institution or university of enrollment. 

 
Required training by School Safety Specialists 
Section 1006.07, Florida Statutes, District school board duties relating to student discipline and school 
safety. 
• School safety specialists, or their designees, are required to provide the necessary training and 

resources to students and school district staff in matters relating to youth mental health awareness and 
assistance; emergency procedures, including active shooter training; and school safety and security. 
As a result of HB 757, this training for classroom teachers and other members of instructional staff  
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must explain the purpose, importance, and proper execution of school safety protocols and emergency 
procedures.   
 
The 2026 school safety legislation extends proven safety measures to Florida’s public colleges and 
universities and honors the state’s ongoing commitment to student safety.  
 
 
cc: Florida Association of School Safety Specialists 

Florida Sheriffs Association 
Florida Police Chiefs Association 

 


