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2025-26 Florida Advanced Courses and Tests (FACT): College Algebra
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Florida Advanced Courses and Tests (FACT): College Algebra Overview

This document provides frequently asked questions and answers about the Florida Advanced Courses and
Tests (FACT): College Algebra for students enrolled in Florida public and charter schools. Section (s.)
1007.35(6)(1), Florida Statutes (F.S.), states, “Partner with the Florida College System institutions and state
universities identified by the State Board of Education and Board of Governors pursuant to s. 1007.25(3),
F.S., to develop advanced courses and provide teacher training.” FACT: College Algebra is the first course
and assessment to be developed out of this partnership. FACT: College Algebra is aligned to the
Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards for Mathematics identified by the course

description.

1. How will the FACT: College Algebra assessment be administered?
All students enrolled in grades 9-12 and completing FACT: College Algebra at one of the
participating pilot schools must participate in and pass the FACT: College Algebra assessment to
earn college credit for College Algebra (MAC X105). The FACT: College Algebra test is offered
March 30, 2026 through May 29, 2026, during the test administration window in the 2025-26 school
year.

Test Administration Information

e FACT: College Algebra is delivered via a computer-based test (CBT) platform called the
Test Delivery System (TDS).

e FACT: College Algebra is a fixed-form test (not computer-adaptive).

e FACT: College Algebra contains 50-60 multiple-choice, multiselect, and equation editor
items and is administered in one 160-minute session in one day. Students who do not complete
the test in 160 minutes may continue working up to the end of the school day.

e Students will be provided with a CBT Work Folder to use as scratch paper.

The Test Design Summary and Blueprint: FACT College Algebra provides a map or blueprint for how
the assessment is designed. The summary shows the possible number of items, item types,
benchmarks assessed within each reporting category and the representation of each category, in
percentages, on the test.

2. What accommodations are allowed for the FACT: College Algebra assessment?
The following accessibility tools are available for all students:

Zoom

Color Contrast

Mouse Pointer Options

Dyslexia-Friendly Font

Line Reader

Currently, no computer-based or paper-based accommodations are available for FACT: College
Algebra during the 2025-26 pilot year. Students with an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) or
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https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1007/Sections/1007.35.html
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Section 504 Plan, as well as English Language Learners (ELLs), may be eligible for allowable
accommodations on statewide assessments. For more information about accommodations, please
see the 2025-2026 Statewide Assessments Accommodations Guide.

. If students pass the FACT: College Algebra assessment, will Florida colleges and universities

be required to honor the college credit, or is acceptance optional by institution?

Effective September 2025, State Board of Education Rule 6A-10.024, Florida Administrative Code
(F.A.C.), and Board of Governors Regulation 6.006, state that students who pass a FACT course
assessment will receive credit for the corresponding college course upon enrollment at any public
college or university in the state of Florida.

. Will students receive a traditional grade (letter or percentage) for their high school

transcript?

Students will receive a grade for their performance in the high school course, which should be
included on high school transcripts. Students who pass the assessment will receive college credit
for College Algebra (MAC X105) when their transcript is evaluated by a Florida public college or
university for credit-by-examination.

. Do colleges or universities require Algebra 2 for institutional admissions? Can FACT:
College Algebra replace Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors?

Public universities require four credits in mathematics at or above the Algebra 1 level. Note: a
student may earn a scholar designation on a standard high school diploma if a student meets the
criteria set by s. 1003.4285(1)(a), F.S. Credit in Algebra 2, or an equally rigorous course, must be
earned for this scholar designation. Please see the Equally Rigorous Courses for Scholar
Designation document at https://www.fldoe.org/file/7576/ERMCSD2627SY .pdf for consideration
when determining placement of students in the FACT: College Algebra course.

. Once FACT: College Algebra scores appear on high school transcripts, what methods will
colleges use to access transcripts and score reports?

Public school students taking the FACT: College Algebra assessment will have their scores
reported on the secondary transcript transmitted through FASTER/SPEEDE by their respective
school districts.

In FASTER, the score will be reported on the I/S08 Test Record Format. Please see the Interdistrict
and Secondary Record Formats and Resource Files or Appendix I:
https://www.fldoe.org/file/20844/2526-appendi.xls. The FACT: College Algebra assessment is also
accounted for in the FASTER/SPEEDE Conversion Process. On the printed secondary transcript
format, the test score will be reported on Page 11 (see the format posted at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/2086 1/interdistrict-secondary.pdf).

Reporting

In accordance with Rule 6A-10.024, F.A.C., Articulation Between and Among Universities, Florida
Colleges, and School Districts, the passing score on FACT: College Algebra assessment is 66%
correct.
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The following information will be reported in the Florida Reporting System (FRS) after the testing
window closes and quality assurance activities are completed:
e Student reports will show the percentage of items the student answered correctly, as well as
the student’s passing status for the assessment.
e School and district staff will see overall percent passing information.

=

What calculator will students have access to for the FACT: College Algebra Assessment?

Students will have access to an online scientific calculator and reference sheet in the online test platform
for FACT: College Algebra. Detailed information related to the approved FACT: College Algebra
handheld calculators are listed below.

Handheld Scientific Calculators for FACT: College Algebra

The following are Department-approved scientific calculators for the 2025-26 school year:
Texas Instruments TI-30Xa

Casio x-260 solar

Casio fx-82 solar

Sharp EL-510R

Sharp EL-510RN

Schools may use calculators not on this list if district mathematics specialists determine they meet the
specifications below. The Department will not review or approve additional models not listed above.
Students are not allowed to share calculators. Not every test item will require the use of a calculator.
The Calculator and Reference Sheet Policies for FACT: College Algebra document provides more
information regarding calculator and reference sheet policies for the assessment.

While students are unable to utilize a graphing calculator on the FACT: College Algebra assessment,
the use of technology, including a graphing calculator, are encouraged for the learning and teaching of
the benchmarks within the course.

Will students be allowed to retest if they do not pass the assessment on the first try?
Students will only be able to take the test once per testing window. If students do not pass in the spring,
they may retake the test once offered in the fall/winter window the following school year.

Is the FACT: College Algebra assessment considered a standard End-of-Course (EOC)
Assessment for the course?

While the FACT: College Algebra course may include a final exam (at each district’s and/or teacher’s
discretion), the FACT: College Algebra assessment is not an EOC as defined in s. 1008.22, F.S.

Will students who did not pass the Algebra 1 EOC be eligible to enroll in the course to earn a
concordant score?

Pursuant to Rule 6A-1.09422, F.A.C., at this time, a passing score on the FACT: College Algebra
assessment may not be used as a comparative score for the Algebra 1 EOC.
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Can students who took another mathematics course take the FACT: College Algebra assessment
and, if they pass, receive college credit for MAC X105?

For the pilot year, students must be enrolled in the course at a participating school to take the
assessment. In the future, it is recommended that students enroll in the FACT: College Algebra course
prior to taking the FACT: College Algebra assessment, but it is not required.

When will sample test items be released?

Sample test items allow teachers, parents/guardians and students to become familiar with the various
item types that will be encountered on FACT: College Algebra assessment, as well as the system,
functionality and tools on the online platform. A computer-based sample items test and answer key is
available on the Students & Families portal page.

Is there a parent portal for students and families to become more familiar with the test and to
obtain general information and resources about the course?

The current Students & Families portal is available to students and families. The portal provides
information about the test, including sample questions and additional resources. Instructional resources
for the course can found on the B.E.S.T. Mathematics Resources page and parent resources can be found
on the B.E.S.T. Mathematics Parent Resources page.

Can a textbook be ordered for FACT: College Algebra? When will a statewide adopted textbook
be available?

A state-approved textbook has not been adopted for FACT: College Algebra; however, a B.E.S.T.
Instructional Guide for Mathematics (B1G-M) will be made available for the 2026-27 school year.
Districts may adopt instructional materials that align to all benchmarks within the approved course
description.

Will teachers have an opportunity to attend training institutes for this course?

The Office of Mathematics and Sciences in the Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support will host
several summer professional learning offerings in 2026 for teachers. Additional information will be
made available at Floridal earns.org.

Can the FACT: College Algebra course be used to demonstrate college readiness?
No, the course cannot be used for purposes of demonstrating college readiness as it is not an approved
course in Rule 6A-10.0315, F.A.C.

Can the FACT: College Algebra assessment be used to demonstrate college readiness?
Yes, the assessment can be used for purposes of demonstrating college readiness as it is included in the
Credit-by-Examination list.

Does the FACT: College Algebra course credit meet the mathematics requirement for Bright
Futures?

Yes, the FACT: College Algebra course has been added to the Bright Futures Course Table to meet the
requirement for the Bright Futures Scholarship Program.
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19. Will schools earn credit in the college and career acceleration component of School Grades for
students who pass the FACT: College Algebra assessment?
Yes, schools will earn credit in the college and career acceleration component of School Grades for
students who pass the FACT: College Algebra assessment.

20. Are there recommended prerequisites or placement criteria?
At this time, there are no state recommended prerequisite courses or placement criteria for enrolling
students in the FACT: College Algebra course.

21. Does the FACT: College Algebra course meet requirements for NCAA eligibility?
Each high school must complete the NCAA eligibility certification process for academic core-subject
course approval. The NCAA High School Portal can be found at
https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/homeAction. Here you can manage your school’s or district’s core-
course list.
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