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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
 
FROM: Paul O. Burns, Ed.D. 
 
DATE:  January 23, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: New Human Trafficking Awareness Training for Florida Educators 
 
During the 2025 Legislative Session, House Bill (HB) 1237 was passed and became law on July 
1, 2025. This bill created Section (s.) 1006.481, Florida Statutes (F.S.), which requires the 
following:  

• The Department of Education shall identify a free training curriculum regarding human 
trafficking awareness, which must include all of the following: 

o The definition of human trafficking and the difference between sex trafficking 
and labor trafficking. 

o Guidance specific to the public education sector concerning how to identify 
students who may be victims of human trafficking. 

o Guidance concerning the role of employees of the public school system in 
reporting and responding to suspected human trafficking. 

o A protocol for reporting suspected human trafficking, which must require that 
suspicion of human trafficking of a child be reported to the Department of 
Children and Families or the Florida Human Trafficking Hotline at either entity’s 
designated telephone number. 

• The training curriculum may be conducted either in person or online. 
• Each public school shall require that all instructional personnel under s. 1012.01(2), F.S., 

administrative personnel under s. 1012.01(3)(c), F.S., and educational support personnel 
under s. 1012.01(6), F.S., who have contact with students must have received training on 
human trafficking awareness. Each employee must submit to the school an 
acknowledgment of having received the training, which must be retained by the school. 

 
A free training is available at Human Trafficking Awareness Training. While the law does not 
provide a deadline for the training to be complete, the law took effect July 1, 2025, and training 
should be completed in an expedient manner. 
 
Districts should develop a protocol to document local compliance with the statutory 
requirements.  
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Here is a list of Florida resources working to stop human trafficking. 
 
Florida Human Trafficking Hotline: 

• Call 1-855-FLA-SAFE 
• Call 1-855-352-7233 

Report to the Florida Abuse Hotline: 
• Call 1-800-962-2873 
• reportabuse.myflfamilies.com (for reporting options) 

Mental Health Resources:  
• Call 2-1-1 (talk to someone who can listen and connect you with mental health resources) 

Immediate Emergency Assistance: 
• Call 9-1-1 (local law enforcement) 

 
For questions or support regarding the implementation, please contact the Office of Healthy 
Schools at HealthySchools1@fldoe.org. 
 
 
PB/sw 
 
cc: School Administrators   
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