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SUBJECT: Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program Professional Learning Update

As part of our continued efforts to strengthen instructional quality and program outcomes, we are
pleased to share several professional learning updates for VPK educators. The following updates
highlight recent professional learning initiatives designed to support VPK educators and enhance
early learning instruction statewide.

Staff Development for Providers on Probation (POP)

Each VPK staff member at a POP must complete twenty (20) hours of approved staff development
to strengthen instructional practices. Division of Early Learning (DEL) approved staff development
activities for POPs are listed in the Guide for Voluntary Prekindergarten Providers with Incomplete
Status and Providers on Probation, Appendix B. Beginning October 1, 2025, all professional
learning opportunities provided by the VPK Regional Facilitators, including those approved for
POP staff development, are available for free in the Department of Children and Families (DCF)
Child Care Training System. Participants will receive credit for completed training as reflected on
their DCF training transcripts. Staff development activities completed between July 1 and
September 30, 2025, may be documented by one of the methods listed on page 7 of the Guide for
Voluntary Prekindergarten Providers with Incomplete Status and Providers on Probation.

Literacy Micro-Credentials

Created in partnership with the University of Florida Lastinger Learning Center, the literacy micro-
credentials provide accessible, on-demand professional learning at no cost for Florida early
childhood educators. The courses prepare educators to identify literacy difficulties, apply evidence-
based practices and engage in effective progress monitoring and intervention. Completion of the
Emergent Literacy Micro-Credential or Elementary Literacy Micro-Credential satisfies the lead
VPK instructor emergent literacy training requirement.

Visit Lastinger [earning for more information on Literacy Micro-Credentials.
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Revised Curriculum Frameworks for Early Childhood Education Programs

Earlier this year, the State Board of Education approved an amendment to Rule 6A-6.0571, Florida
Administrative Code, which revised the curriculum frameworks for the Florida Department of
Education Early Childhood Professional Certificate (ECPC) and the Early Childhood Education
Associate of Science (AS) degree program. The frameworks were revised to include specific
training on the Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards and Emergent Literacy and
Florida institutions began implementing the new curriculum frameworks this fall. Students who
complete the ECPC program or the Early Childhood Education AS degree in or after the 2025 Fall
semester will meet all training requirements for lead VPK instructors.

Questions may be sent to VPKQuestions@del.fldoe.org.
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