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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  

FROM: 

DATE: 

School District Superintendents 

Paul O. Burns, Ed.D., Senior Chancellor 

Kevin O’Farrell, Ph.D., Senior 

Chancellor October 10, 2025 

SUBJECT: United States Presidential Scholars Program Nominations 

The United States Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964 to recognize and honor 
some of our nation’s most distinguished graduating high school seniors. The majority of students 
for this program are automatically selected based on exceptional scores on either the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Test (ACT).  However, the program also recognizes 
that some students who deserve recognition may fall short, for whatever reason, using that data 
point alone. As such, each state is allowed to nominate additional students for special 
consideration. 

Florida school districts are encouraged to nominate one deserving student from within your 
district to be considered in each of the two categories listed below: 

• General academic achievement: a student who demonstrates outstanding scholarship, but
who may not qualify based on SAT or ACT scores.

• Career and Technical Education (CTE) achievement: a student who demonstrates
excellence in career and technical education.

Nominations must be submitted using the online forms linked below and received by close of 
business on Friday, October 31, 2025. 

To qualify for nomination, a student must be a senior graduating between January and August of 
2026. The Presidential Scholars Program is by invitation only and students may not apply 
individually or outside of the process detailed herein. Additionally, districts are only allowed to 
nominate two students for the entire district, not individual schools. Nominated students must be 
United States citizens or legal permanent residents and can be selected from public, parochial or 
independent schools, including those in your district who are home-educated. 
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Use the following link to nominate a student for the general academic category: 
https://forms.office.com/r/nxqqDCw791. 

For more information related to the general academic nominations, please contact Barbara Cook 
in the Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support at Barbara.Cook@fldoe.org.  

Use the following link to nominate a student for the CTE category: 
https://forms.office.com/r/avM4fgYW92.  

For additional information related to the CTE nominations, please contact Lee Chipps-Walton in 
Career and Technical Education Programs at Lee.Chipps-Walton@fldoe.org.  
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