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SUBJECT: School Safety Changes: Senate Bill 1470 and House Bills 1105 and 1255

The 2025 Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 1470 (School Safety - Chapter 2025-58, Laws of Florida)
and House Bills 1105 (Education - Chapter 2025-109, Laws of Florida) and 1255 (Education -

Chapter 2025-110, Law of Florida) and Governor DeSantis signed all three bills into law. While Senate
Bill 1470 focuses completely on enhancements to school safety, the two House bills include sections on
student cell phone use, disruptive students and school bus trespass, which all have a direct impact on
school safety.

As a result of this new legislation, the State Board of Education approved the proposed amendments to
Rule 6A-1.0018, Florida Administrative Code, School Safety Requirements and Monitoring, are
scheduled to go before the State Board of Education on August 20, 2025, to reflect recent changes to
Florida Statutes.

Changes to the Guardian Program
Senate Bill 1470 amends Sections 30.15 and 1006.12, Florida Statutes (F.S.), to include specific changes
to the requirements for school security guards. The new law:

e Permits the assignment of Chris Hixon, Coach Aaron Feis and Coach Scott Beigel Guardians and
school security guards to child care facilities;

e Requires a security agency employing a school security guard to be responsible for all training
and screening-related costs for the school security guard; charges cannot exceed the actual costs
incurred by a sheriff and the sheriff may not waive the training and screening costs for a security
agency;

o Establishes that the sheriff must maintain documentation of weapon and equipment inspections,
as well as training, certification and qualification records for each school security guard certified
by the sheriff;

e Requires prior approval from the county sheriff before a school security guard can begin working
at any school in that county; the sheriff’s approval authorizes the security agency to assign the
school security guard to any school in the county; and
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e Includes school security guards in the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s School
Guardian Management System.

Revisions to Campus Access Control Requirements
Also included in Senate Bill 1470 are significant revisions to campus access control requirements to
include:

e A requirement specifying that access control measures be in effect from 30 minutes before the
school start time until 30 minutes after the end of the school day;

o Definitions of “exclusive zone” and “nonexclusive zone” for school campuses;

Gates or access points may now be open or unlocked if another closed and locked gate or access
point separates the open or unlocked gate from areas occupied by students;

e Career and technical instructional spaces that are open by design in order to meet health and
safety requirements may be exempted from the locked door requirement in the Florida Safe
Schools Assessment Tool (FSSAT);

e Common areas on a school campus, (such as cafeterias, auditoriums, etc.) must meet the locked
door requirements only when used for instructional time or student testing;

e Schools without a secure exclusive zone must actively staff any unlocked door, gate or access
point with school personnel to prevent unauthorized entry if it has not been exempted in the
FSSAT; and

e There must be at least one locked barrier between classrooms and instructional spaces on an open
school campus.

Statewide Restrictions on Student Cell Phone Use
House Bill 1105 establishes restrictions on the use of cell phones and creates a pilot to evaluate full-day
prohibitions on the use of personal electronics in high schools. Specifically, codes of student conduct
must be updated to state that:
¢ Elementary and middle school students may not use a wireless communications device during the
school day.
e High school students may not use a wireless communications device during instructional time,
with some exceptions.

Additionally, the Commissioner of Education will coordinate with six school districts that have
implemented or will implement a policy for their high schools to prohibit the use of mobile phones and
other personal electronics by students during the entire school day and provide a report on the effect on
student achievement and behavior in each district.

School Bus Trespass
House Bill 1105 modifies enforcement of trespassing laws on school property by:
e Including the definition of “school bus” in Section 810.097, F.S., to include any vehicle operated,
owned or contracted by a school district for student transportation.
¢ Clarifying that verbal notice or a posted sign is sufficient to support prosecution for trespass.
e Authorizing arrest without a warrant (Section 901.15, F.S.) for trespass on a school bus.
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Student Discipline and Safety

House Bill 1255 provides school districts additional authority to address students’ persistent disobedience
or disrespect. The bill requires referral to the school’s child study team when these behavior issues
continue. It further provides that, prior to the expiration of a student’s expulsion period, the school
superintendent must determine, based on input from the school’s threat management team, whether the
expulsion should be extended and what educational services should be offered during the extension. The
bill requires that if corporal punishment policies are adopted by a school district or charter school, the
policies must include a requirement for parental permission.

Providing School Safety Protocols and Policies to Substitute Teachers
Senate Bill 1470 mandates that each substitute teacher be provided all school safety protocols and policies
before beginning his or her first day of substitute teaching at a school.

The 2025 school safety legislation honors the ongoing commitment to school safety in Florida.
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