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SUBJECT: 2025 Legislative Changes Related to Senate Bill (SB) 112

The 2025 Florida Legislature passed SB 112, which Governor DeSantis signed into law on
May 27, 2025. SB 112 took effect on May 27, 2025. The purpose of this memorandum is to
provide an overview of the components of the bill as it relates to children with developmental
disabilities.

Section (s.) 381.9855, Florida Statutes (F.S.)
e Revises the Dr. and Mrs. Alfonse and Kathleen Cinotti Health Care Screening and
Services Grant Program to include autism in the list of conditions eligible for screenings,
referrals and related services.

Section 391.302, F.S.
e C(larifies that the definitions apply to ss. 391.301 through 391.3081, F.S.
e Defines “department” to refer to the Florida Department of Health (FDOH).

Section 391.308, F.S.
e Removes “from birth to 36 months of age.”

Section 391.3081, F.S.!

e C(Creates the Early Steps Extended Option with the purpose of offering families of children
with developmental delays or disabilities a choice for such children to continue services
in the Early Steps Program beyond the age of three years old.

e Designates the Early Steps Extended Option to continue enrollment in the Early Steps
Program for those children who are eligible through s. 391.308, F.S.

e Requires FDOH to submit an application for federal approval to extend eligibility for
services under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) no later
than July 1, 2026.

1 While the bill went into effect on May 27, 2025, the FDOH and Florida Department of Education (FDOE) are
working together on specific implementation timelines.
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e Requires FDOH and FDOE to develop or amend any rule, policy, procedure, written
agreement or contract necessary to implement the Early Steps Extended Option in
accordance with state law and Part C of IDEA.

e Requires FDOH to seek additional federal grant funds for the implementation of the
Early Steps Extended Option, including a state incentive grant.

e Requires a local program office to include steps for a child to shift to Part B of IDEA or
other future services by the beginning of the school year following the child’s fourth
birthday.

e Requires FDOH to apply eligibility criteria if specific funding is provided in the General
Appropriations Act.

e Allows a child to continue to receive services under the Early Steps Extended Option
until the beginning of the school year following the child’s fourth birthday.

e Declares that a child becomes ineligible to reenter the Early Steps Extended Option upon
exiting the program.

e Requires the school district, in conjunction with the local program office, to notify the
child’s parent or legal guardian of his or her rights under Part B of IDEA if leaving the
program before the school year following the child’s fourth birthday.

e Distinguishes that a child may not receive services under Part B of IDEA while receiving
services through the Early Steps Extended Option.

e Distinguishes that a child may not receive a state scholarship under s. 1002.394, F.S.,
while receiving services through the Early Steps Extended Option.

e Requires that at least 90 days before a child enrolls in the Early Steps Extended Option
(or by the child’s third birthday), the local program office will initiate transition planning
to ensure the child’s successful shift from the Early Steps Extended Option to a school
district program (by the child’s fourth birthday) under Part B of IDEA, or to another
program as part of an individualized family support plan (IFSP).

e Requires the local program office to notify FDOE and the local school district in which
the child resides that the eligible child is exiting the Early Steps Extended Option, unless
the child’s parent or legal guardian has opted out of such notification.

e Requires the local program office, upon approval from the child’s parent or legal
guardian, to convene a conference that includes participation of a local school district
representative and the parent or legal guardian to discuss options for and availability of
services.

e Requires the local program office, in conjunction with the local school district, to modify
a child’s IFSP or, if applicable, the local school district to develop or review an
individual educational plan (IEP) for the child pursuant to ss. 1003.57, 1003.571 and
1003.5715, F.S., which identifies special education or related services that the child will
receive and the providers or agencies that will provide such services.
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Requires that during the shift to education, the local program office and the local school
district to provide the child’s parent or legal guardian with written information on other
available services or community resources if a child is found to be no longer eligible for
Part B of IDEA during the review of an IEP.

Requires FDOH to include a performance assessment of the Early Steps Extended Option
in the annual report specified in s. 391.308(5), F.S.

Requires FDOE to provide to FDOH data necessary for the evaluation of the Early Steps
Program and the Early Steps Extended Option, including, but not limited to, the number
and percentage of children who are referred by either program and who elect to receive
services under Part B of IDEA.

Section 1003.5711, F.S.

Develops a startup grant program overseen by the University of Florida (UF) Center for
Autism and Neurodevelopment (CAN) for autism spectrum disorder (ASD) charter
schools.

Details funding uses and eligibility criteria.

Facilitates the creation and oversight of specialized programs for children with ASD,
with guidelines for program operation and funding prioritization.

Section 1003.5712, F.S.

Supports specialized summer programs for children with ASD who have significant
emotional or behavior disorders or cognitive disabilities.

Designates UF CAN to administer and oversee the grant program.

States that grants are subject to legislative appropriation.

Section 1004.551, F.S.

Establishes UF CAN and requires UF CAN to:
o Collaborate with state and local agencies that provide early intervention,
educational, medical, employment, financial and daily living services;
o Collaborate with other entities that provide ASD research and services;
o Coordinate information and resources related to research, best practices, training
and public awareness to better support families of children with ASD; and
o Develop strategies to promote public awareness of the signs of ASD, the
importance of early screening and interventions and supports available to families.
Requires UF CAN to develop an ASD micro-credential to allow certified and
noncertified instructional personnel, prekindergarten instructors, and child care personnel
to acquire knowledge and skills to support students with ASD.
Requires the ASD micro-credential to be able to be stacked with the ASD endorsement.
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Requires that the micro-credential requires participants to demonstrate competency in the
following:

o Identify behaviors associated with ASD;

o Support the learning environment in a general education or specialized classroom

setting;

o Promote the use of assistive technologies; and

o Apply evidence-based practices in instruction.
Requires that the micro-credential be provided at no cost to eligible participants; be
competency based to allow participants to complete the credential process either in
person or online; and permit participants to receive the micro-credential at any time
during training once competency is demonstrated.
Requires UF CAN to develop strategies to increase the workforce qualified to provide
ASD-related services to children and adults in a public or private setting.
Requires UF CAN to develop and catalog professional learning activities for health care,
child welfare and instructional personnel.
Requires UF CAN to administer startup grants for ASD charter schools pursuant to
s. 1003.5711, F.S., and provide technical assistance to grant applicants and recipients.
Requires UF CAN to review access to federal funding sources for establishing charter
schools for students with ASD and include in its annual report recommendations for
improving practical access.
Requires UF CAN to catalog best practices for screening, referral and diagnosis; access
to therapy services; and other licensed practitioner services using private and public
insurance, to include access to services in schools.

Section 1012.582, F.S.

Requires the Commissioner of Education to review the curricula in continuing education
or in-service education of instructional personnel based on recommendations required
under this section.

Requires the Commissioner to report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives on findings and recommendations for updates to instruction no
later than December 1, 2025.

Section 1012.585, F.S.

Allows credits or points that provide training in the knowledge and skills required to
support students with ASD for the renewal of a professional certificate in any
specialization area.
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For questions, please contact LeNita Winkler, state lead for exceptional student education (ESE)
prekindergarten, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, at 850-245-0475 or
LeNita. Winkler@fldoe.org.
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cc: School District Assistant Superintendents
School District ESE Directors
School Principals
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