FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

: fldoe.org Anastasios Kamoutsas
Commissioner of Education

State Board of Education

Ryan Petty, Chair
Esther Byrd, Vice Chair
Members

Grazie P. Christie

Layla Collins

Daniel P. Foganholi, Sr.
Kelly Garcia

MaryLynn Magar

MEMORANDUM

Contact Information:
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FROM: Paul Burns, Ed.D. Ravdel.Hernandez@fldoe.org
DPS: 2025-117

TO: School District Superintendents
Deans/Directors of Teacher Preparation Programs

DATE: August 29, 2025

SUBJECT: Florida Teacher Standards for English for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL) Endorsement

The State Board of Education amended Rule 6A-4.02451, Florida Administrative Code, Florida
Teacher Standards for ESOL Endorsement on August 20, 2025, to revise the competencies
required for an ESOL endorsement. The revised standards are designed to equip teachers of
English Language Learners (ELLs) with standards-based approaches that will positively impact
student achievement.

To ensure programs that award ESOL endorsements align with the updated standards, the rule
requires school districts and state-approved teacher preparation programs to submit their revised
ESOL Endorsement Matrices to the Florida Department of Education (Department) by June 1,
2026, for review and approval. Additional information regarding the submission process will be
provided at a later date. The Department will provide ESOL Endorsement Matrix training and
technical assistance to teacher preparation programs at institutions of higher education (IHE),
educator preparation institutes (EPI), school districts and charter management organizations with
approved ESOL Add-On Endorsement Programs. Training information is provided below:

Training Intended Audience Date and Time Registration Link
ESOL Endorsement | ¢ THE Staff responsible October 9, 2025 Register here
Matrix Training: IHE for completing the 10:00-11:00 a.m. EDT
and EPI Staff ESOL Endorsement

Matrix
ESOL Endorsement | ¢ School District Staff October 16, 2025 Register here
Matrix Training: responsible for 10:00-11:00 a.m. EDT
School District Staff completing the ESOL
Endorsement Matrix
e District ESOL
Coordinators
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For additional information regarding content and resource-related questions, please contact Dr.
Raydel Hernandez, Bureau Chief of Student Achievement through Language Acquisition, at
850-245-0956 or via email at Raydel.Hernandez@fldoe.org. Inquiries related to the review and
approval process for teacher preparation programs may be sent to EdPrepFolio@fldoe.org.
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