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SUBJECT: Prohibiting the Use of Cellular Telephones and Other Personal Electronic Devices
in Florida Schools

The 2025 Florida Legislature passed House Bill 1105 (Education - Chapter No. 2025-109, Laws of
Florida) and Governor DeSantis signed it into law on May 30, 2025. The bill establishes restrictions on
the use of cell phones and other wireless communication devices by students during the school day and
creates a pilot to evaluate full-day prohibitions on the use of personal electronics in high schools. School
boards must update codes of student conduct to address these changes.

e The bill amends codes of student conduct requirements in Section (s.) 1006.07(2)(f), Florida
Statutes (F.S.), to state that effective July 1, 2025, elementary and middle school students may not
use a wireless communications device during the school day.

e Section 1006.07(2)(f), F.S., further establishes that high school students may not use a wireless
communications device during instructional time, except when expressly directed by a teacher
solely for educational purposes.

e Section 1006.07(2)(f), F.S., also requires that each district school board must adopt rules:

1. Designating locations within school buildings where a student may use his or her wireless
communications device with the express permission of a school administrator.
2. Allowing the use of a wireless communications device by a student during the school day
in accordance with:
a. The student’s individualized education plan;
b. The student’s 504 accommodation plan issued under s. 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973; or
c. A doctor’s note from a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459
certifying in writing that the student requires the use of a wireless
communications device based upon valid clinical reasoning or evidence.

e As part of the classroom rules of conduct, high school teachers must designate an area for

wireless communication devices during instructional time, per changes to s. 1003.32(1)(a), F.S.
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Additionally, House Bill 1105 directs the Commissioner of Education to coordinate with six school
districts that have implemented or will implement a policy for their high schools to prohibit the use of
mobile phones and other personal electronics by students during the entire school day.

Currently, the Department is seeking volunteer districts willing to participate in this pilot effort,
specifically “two small, two medium, and two large counties that currently, or will in the 2025-2026
school year, implement a policy for all district high schools that prohibits the use of cellular telephones
and other personal electronic devices by students during the entire school day, while on school grounds,
or while engaged in school activities off school grounds during the school day.” Districts interested in
volunteering for this effort should contact Julie Collins in the Office of Safe Schools at
Julie.Collins@fldoe.org by August 18, 2025.

House Bill 1105 further requires that the Department will generate a report for legislative leaders
summarizing the effect of each of the six volunteer school districts’ policies on student achievement and
behavior by December 1, 2026. The report must also include a model policy that school districts and
charter schools may adopt.
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