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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: School District Superintendents  
 
FROM: Paul O. Burns, Ed.D. 
 
DATE: July 18, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: State Board of Education Approves B.E.S.T.-aligned Concordant and Comparative 

Scores 
 
On July 16, 2025, the State Board of Education voted to approve an amendment to Rule 6A-1.09422, 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring System and 
Statewide, Standardized Assessment Program Requirements, which identifies concordant and 
comparative scores for the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) Grade 10 English Language 
Arts (ELA) Reading Assessment and the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Algebra 
1 End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment, respectively. These concordant and comparative scores can be used 
to meet the assessment graduation requirements mandated in section (s.) 1003.4282(3)(a-b), Florida 
Statutes (F.S.). 
 
Prior to the adoption of this amendment, the concordant and comparative scores established in Rule 6A-
1.09422, F.A.C., were aligned to the Florida Standards Assessments (FSA), which are no longer 
administered. In accordance with s. 1008.22(9)-(10), F.S., now that a sufficient number of students have 
taken the Grade 10 FAST ELA Reading Assessment and the B.E.S.T. Algebra 1 EOC Assessment as well 
as various national assessments (e.g., ACT, CLT, SAT), the Department must determine new 
concordant/comparative scores aligned to these assessments. The Department, therefore, conducted a 
concordant/comparative study to determine the appropriate scores on national assessments that align with 
the passing scores on the Grade 10 FAST ELA Reading Assessment and the B.E.S.T. Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment. Based on that study, the following scores were presented to and approved by the State Board 
of Education: 
 
Concordant Scores for the FAST Grade 10 ELA Reading Assessment 

Assessment Assessment 
Scale 

Concordant 
Score 

SAT Reading and Writing section 200–800 490 
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing section 160–760 470 
PSAT 10 English and Writing section 160–760 470 
ACT English and Reading subject test (averaged) 1–36 18 
PreACT Secure English and Reading subject test (averaged) 1–36 18 
CLT Grammar/Writing and Verbal Reasoning subtest tests (sum) 0–80 39 
CLT10 Grammar/Writing and Verbal Reasoning subtest tests (sum) 0–80 39 
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Comparative Scores for the B.E.S.T. Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 

Assessment Assessment Scale Comparative Score 
SAT Math 200–800 420 
PSAT/NMSQT Math 160–760 430 
PSAT 10 Math 160–760 430 
ACT Math 1–36 16 
PreACT Secure Math 1–36 16 
CLT Quantitative Reasoning 0–40 14 
CLT10 Quantitative Reasoning 0–40 14 
Statewide, Standardized Geometry EOC Assessment Achievement Level 1–5 Achievement Level 3 
 
In addition to aligning the concordant and comparative scores to FAST/B.E.S.T. assessments, these 
scores allow the use of grade 10 assessments (PSAT 10, PreACT and CLT10) as concordant/comparative 
scores for the first time, expanding the opportunities by which students can meet their assessment 
graduation requirements. 
 
The adopted amendment allows students who entered grade 9 in the 2022–2023 school year (who would 
be seniors during the 2025–2026 school year) to use either the previous or the newly-adopted 
concordant/comparative scores to meet their assessment graduation requirements. Students who enter 
grade 9 in the 2025–2026 school year, or students who entered grade 9 in the 2023–2024 through 2024–
2025 school years and have not yet earned a concordant/comparative score by the time the rule becomes 
effective, will be required to use the B.E.S.T.-aligned concordant/comparative scores. 
 
For more information about assessment graduation requirements, please see the Graduation Requirements 
for Florida’s Statewide Assessments document. If you have any questions, please contact the Office of 
Assessment at Assessment@fldoe.org. 
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