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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
   
FROM:  Manny Diaz, Jr. 
 
DATE: December 20, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Florida School Safety Specialist of the Year 
 
In recognition of the outstanding efforts and professionalism of Florida’s school safety 
specialists, the Department of Education is seeking nominations for the inaugural School Safety 
Specialist of the Year award. Superintendents can nominate their district’s school safety 
specialist, as defined in section (s.) 1006.07(6)(a), Florida Statutes (F.S.), who has been in the 
position for a minimum of two calendar years and has maintained a current certificate of 
completion of the annual school safety specialist training provided by the Office of Safe Schools. 
 
To nominate a school safety specialist for School Safety Specialist of the Year, the 
superintendent must submit a memo to the Office of Safe Schools outlining their candidate’s 
exceptional efforts in meeting the requirements of s. 1006.07(6), F.S. Nominations must be 
submitted via email to SafeSchools@fldoe.org no later than January 21, 2025. The School Safety 
Specialist of the Year will be announced at Florida’s National Summit on School Safety, 
February 26-28, 2025, in Orlando, Florida. 
 
School safety specialists bear a great responsibility for the safety of Florida’s schools; we look 
forward to celebrating the first School Safety Specialist of the Year. 
 
 
MD/dn 
 
cc: School District School Safety Specialists 

State Board of Education 
 
Ben Gibson, Chair 
Ryan Petty, Vice Chair 
Members 
Esther Byrd 
Grazie P. Christie 
Daniel P. Foganholi, Sr. 
Kelly Garcia 
MaryLynn Magar 

Manny Diaz, Jr. 
Commissioner of Education 

Contact Information: 
Darren Norris 
850-245-5173 
SafeSchools@fldoe.org  
DPS: 2024-208 
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